M E M B E R TOW N S

CANDIA

DEERFIELD

EPSOM

N O RT H WO O D

N OT T I N G H A M

R AY M O N D

Our

Woodland Tracts for Tracks

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust established by resident volunteers
who are concerned about the loss of
open space lands. Bear-Paw envisions a
series of greenways comprised of private
and public lands that connect large conservation areas. Protection of this land
network will safeguard important wildlife
habitat and travel routes; surface waters,
groundwater, and wetlands; scenic
resources and recreational opportunities.
Bear-Paw is committed to ensuring
that the region’s most important natural features continue to be available for
future generations and is working to
accomplish this goal through landowner
outreach, education, land protection,
community assistance and partnerships.

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is seeking
to connect significant wildlife habitat,
“ribbons of green”, across a seventown region. Why is Bear-Paw
doing this? Aren’t there animals nearly everywhere?
Why just the other day
a fisher dashed across
the road in front of
my car at dusk.
The fact is New
Hampshire has an
abundance of wildlife
not seen in nearly two
centuries. Wildlife is everywhere. Over the last two decades the
black bear population has tripled and
has spread southward to Rockingham
County. Moose are everywhere, up from
less than 50 several decades ago to nearly
9,000 now. Turkeys have gobbled up their
habitat across the state and now number
24,000. Fisher, foxes, coyotes, bobcat and
a host of birds and mammals now call
this corner of the state home. Trouble
is, so do more and more people at a
quickening pace.
Homes, roads, and commercial
centers are shredding wildlife
habitat. An estimated 15,000
to 20,000 acres of habitat
are lost each year in NH,
most in the southeast.
Fortunately we have several large,
permanently protected state parks in
this part of the state. Bear Brook with
its 10,083 acres is the largest protected
tract of land in the area. Pawtuckaway
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State Park is the second, with 5,536 acres.
There are several other large blocks of
protected land in the region as well,
including Northwood Meadows
State Park with 664 acres.
Although each of the larger
tracts can continue to harbor
a host of species, the rapid
rate of human development is
threatening to make these areas
“islands of wildlife habitat in a
sea of development.” That is where
Bear-Paw comes in.
There are five basic needs that a
greenway network provides:
Continued on page 4
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A Note

Conservation Profile – Kay Williams
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F RO M T H E C H A I R

The need for well-trained
local land conservation
volunteers has reached
a new level of urgency
in New Hampshire because of an
increased awareness of the need to
conserve the most important lands
that remain and because land conservation work is at capacity.
Bear-Paw is challenged by this reality
because it is mainly a volunteer organization. As the demand for conservation
work grows, more trained volunteers
are needed to help meet the conservation needs of local communities. So here’s
what we have planned.
Thanks to the generosity of the
Manchester Community Regional Foundation, Bear-Paw will co-sponsor a series
of workshops with UNH Cooperative
Extension this fall to provide land conservation training to local volunteers.
Our goal is to train at least two volunteers from each of the Bear-Paw towns
in the mechanics of land conservation
options so they can work directly with
landowners, initiate land conservation projects, make referrals and track project
progress.The training will cover topics
such as how to set conservation priorities,
detailed information on conservation
options, landowner contacts, and funding.
We think that we’ve got a winning program here and look forward to getting
it under way.

Phil Auger, Board Chair

By Margaret Watkins

She’d arrived at the airport without a visa
for Cairo, her intended destination, so flew
instead to Jerusalem, where the climate
was similar enough for the clothing she’d
packed. That’s Kay Williams, resourceful,
adventurous, and freely admitting to a
low tolerance for boredom. Among other
things, Kay is a pilot’s wife, mother of
three, grandmother and great grandmother,
Pony Club leader and founding member
of the Wentworth Hunt, UNH marine
docent, long-time open space and cultural
heritage advocate, Deerfield resident, and
donor of a conservation easement on her
Deerfield land.
When Kay and her husband moved
to Deerfield thirty-one years ago, they’d
originally planned to keep their house in
Connecticut. “When we saw this place
and realized we couldn’t afford both
houses, we pulled all stops to be here.”
“Here” is a 235 year-old farmhouse on
100 acres of land looking northerly
toward Pleasant Pond.
At one time the house was a tavern,
situated on a ridge that, according to
local history, was high enough to catch
every breeze but not so high that oxen
would fall off. Kay wonders about the
house site, fully exposed to cold blasts
from the north, but figures the elevation
gained the owners a good two weeks of
frost-free growing season.
With her Deerfield land, Kay has
ensured that no development on it will
ever burden the town or mar the landscape.

About twenty acres are open and hayed.
The rest is managed forest and a registered
Tree Farm. Kay plans a timber harvest
this winter, using horses in place of
mechanized equipment. Kay placed
89 acres under a conservation easement,
which is held by the town, with Bear Paw
Regional Greenways as backup grantee.
“I just love open space,” Kay explains.
“Since the
land is my kids’
inheritance,
I talked with
them about
the easement,
and they all
agreed, that a
road through
the land would
be disastrous.
They want it to
be open, too.” Kay Williams in her Deerfield garden.
Kay reserved out of the easement three
potential house lots along Rte. 107 as
a financial cushion. The easement land
can never be developed and will remain
a haven for the plants that thrive on and
wildlife that pass through it.
Always the advocate, Kay would like
to help persuade others to do as she and
her family have done. Reflecting on her
easement and nearby conservation lands,
Kay offers that “it wouldn’t take much
to expand the greenway and link my land
with Irene’s!”

Become a Trained Land
Conservation Volunteer!
For more information about participating
in the fall training workshops, please
contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways’
Executive Director, Susan Zankel at
463.9400, PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH
03037, or Bear-Paw@dellepro.com,
OR contact your Town Conservation
Commission Chair. The training is
scheduled for four evenings at the end
of October and beginning of November.
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Celebrate

How Conservation Easements Work

THE ARTISTIC ...

By Phil Auger

typical conservation easement prohibit
At Bear-Paw we work with landowners to
industrial, commercial, and residential
protect land permanently as undeveloped
development, mining, and disturbance
open space primarily by means of conserof natural features.
vation easements. Nationwide, an estimated
Private land under an easement continues
1.7 million+ acres are protected by conto be privately owned. It can be bought
servation easements. In New Hampshire
and sold and property taxes continue to be
alone more than 100,000 acres of land
assessed on the land, at its reduced value.
have been protected in this way.
Private land protected by easement conA conservation easement is a voluntary,
tributes taxes and allows towns to avoid
legal agreement that restricts the type and
costs associated with public land owneramount of development allowed to occur
ship and municipal services. Easements
on a given property permanently. An
are desirable for community planning.
easement works by separating the develPlacing a conservation easement on
opment rights of property from the other
land may offer financial benefits for the
rights of ownership. Like mineral and
landowner. Removing the
timber rights, development
development rights from
rights can be lopped off
land reduces its value.
from ownership and held
Because property may
by a tax exempt charitable
represent a high proportion
organization like Bear-Paw
of a family’s estate, an easeor a government agency.
ment can reduce the burden
Conservation easements are
of federal estate taxes.
powerful, lasting documents
Donated easements are
in part because the party
considered charitable gifts
that holds the easement is
for IRS purposes. The value
responsible for ensuring that
of easement restrictions is
the restrictions set forth by
Volunteers monitoring an easement.
established by an appraisal,
the original landowners are
which determines the difference between
maintained through time. Generally,
full market value of the property and the
monitoring responsibilities involve annual
value of the property with development
contact with the landowners and site visits.
restrictions.
Conservation easements are commonly
To learn more, contact Bear-Paw’s
written so that farming and forest manExecutive Director, Susan Zankel, at
agement are encouraged while some other
463.9400.
activities are restricted. Restrictions in a

We would like to hear from you!
■ Yes, I want to become a member of Bear-Paw.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of:
■ $25 ■ $50 ■ $100 ■ $250 ■ Other $ _____________________
■ Yes, I want to become a Bear-Paw volunteer.

Thank you for
your generous
support!

■ Please send me information about Bear-Paw.
NAME
MAILING ADDRESS

Please make your check payable to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, and send to PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
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...and natural richness of the
Pawtuckaway Region.
By Susan Zankel

This fall, Bear-Paw joins forces with the
Pawtuckaway Arts Festival to help
sponsor the event and pre-performance
“Picnic on the Green.” With the “Paw”
in Bear-Paw short for Pawtuckaway, the
groups share much of the same geography and both celebrate the diverse
cultural and natural heritage of the
region. By supporting each other’s efforts,
we build and strengthen community.
According to Al Jaeger, our own
Bear-Paw Print artist, the arts festival
was born out of the recognition by Al
and Jack Welch of the wealth of artists
in the area.They envisioned gathering
this diversity of wonderful visual artists
to talk about their work, show pieces,
and share critiques.They determined
the group should be big enough so
they could cut a pie eight ways and all
get a piece.When they invited George
Bozeman to help, he suggested they
include the performing arts too. It didn’t
take long before that 8-piece pie was
no longer big enough!
“Our vision was to include any artist
in any town of which any part
could see Mt. Pawtuckaway,”
explains Jaeger. If you look
to the mountain from all the
high spots, that is a lot of
artists! Now in its 17th year,
the festival features talented
artists from Deerfield,
Northwood, Nottingham,
Candia, Raymond, as well as
Portsmouth and many other
communities.
We hope you can join the
celebration September 15th!
Please contact Bear-Paw for
information.

Join Bear-Paw for a Picnic on the
Green and Performance

Board

O F D I R E C TO R S

Join Bear-Paw for the Pawtuckaway Arts Festival Picnic
and Performance, September 15th! Enjoy a “Picnic on the
Green” 5:30 to 6:30pm, meet the artists, then hear folk
musicians Susie Burke and David Surette at 8:00pm.
Tickets for the Picnic are limited and must be purchased
in advance. Combined-Picnic & Concert tickets are $20
(adults) & $12 (kids 12 & under). Concert-only tickets
are $10. Call Claudia Libis at 463.9812 or Lori Shepard
at 463.7473 for tickets.

Phil Auger, Chair, Strafford
Cody Cramer, Vice-Chair, Raymond
Erick Berglund, Treasurer, Deerfield
Betsy Kruse, Secretary, Candia
Christopher Closs, Candia
Sam Demeritt, Nottingham
Frank Mitchell, Deerfield
Eric Orff, Epsom
Elliot Sampson, Epsom
Mark West, Nottingham
Wini Young, Northwood

Woodland Tracts for Tracks, continued from page 1

1) Wide-ranging animals can travel,
migrate and meet mates.
2) Plants can successfully propagate.
3) Genetic interchange can occur
between the isolated populations.
4) Populations of wildlife can move
between large habitat blocks connected
by greenways in response to environmental changes or natural disasters.
5) Individuals can re-colonize habitats
from which populations have been
locally eliminated.

Studies show that habitat within protected greenways is only as strong as its
weakest link. Our houses and those of
our neighbors’ are the weakest link.
However, we humans are here to stay. So
the key is to secure enough permanently
protected habitat so that the wild things
we know make New Hampshire so special will survive and flourish. Bear-Paw
seeks to give wildlife a permanent home
so they, too, are here to stay.

NPS RIVERS & TRAILS ASSISTANCE
Margaret Watkins
ILLUSTRATIONS
Al Jaeger
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Bear-Paw Board Members
and volunteers work together
at June board workshop
on the organization’s
land conservation goals.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Susan Zankel

Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, 59 Nottingham Rd., Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at Bear-Paw@dellepro.com, or visit www.bear-paw.org

Deerfield Center, Saturday, September 15, 2001
Beginning at 5:30 pm
Details Inside!

Celebrate the Arts with Bear-Paw
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