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Heavenly Habitat

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust established by resident volunteers
who are concerned about the loss of
open space lands. Bear-Paw envisions a
series of greenways comprised of private
and public lands that connect large conservation areas. Protection of this land
network will safeguard important wildlife
habitat and travel routes; surface waters,
groundwater, and wetlands; scenic
resources and recreational opportunities.
Bear-Paw is committed to ensuring
that the region’s most important natural features continue to be available for
future generations and is working to
accomplish this goal through landowner
outreach, education, land protection,
community assistance and partnerships.

The first astronauts were
awestruck by the beauty
and the fragility of the
earth as it glided in orbit.
Scientists have been able to
measure that fragility thanks
to the first Landsat satellite
launched by NASA on
July 23, 1972. Landsat satellites launched
regularly over the last three decades continue the work of photographing earth
from space to monitor vegetative changes
worldwide. Through an NHEP grant,
Bear-Paw is using some of this most recent
satellite land cover data to create GIS maps
of the region and for each town. Natural
resources data will be mapped to help
Bear-Paw and towns identify some of the
most fragile and important habitat areas
remaining in the greenways.
Landsat satellites measure vegetative
cover by it’s Thematic Mapper (TM). The
TM satellite takes continuous pictures of
the earth with special cameras that collect
the light reflected off the vegetation.
The TM satellite takes images of the
same location every 16 days, so
growing cycles, year to year changes
and even the impacts of development
can be measured over time. As we
humans are changing the face
of the earth, Landsat bears
witness to those changes.
Satellite imagery collection in New
Hampshire began ten years ago to track
bear habitat. In 1990 legislation passed
requiring fees collected from bear-hunting
licenses to fund research and management
of the state’s bears. In 1991, the NH
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GRANIT staff at the Complex Systems
Research Center at the University of New
Hampshire were working on a land cover
mapping project for EPA in southern New
Hampshire. The $10,000 that the NH
Fish and Game had collected from bear
license fees was used to expand this mapping to the northern counties to assess
bear habitat. In the initial mapping of the
northern region, nine different land cover
types or classes were generated using the
TM imagery. These included: hardwood
versus softwood, various wetland types
and other land uses such as agriculture,
gravel pits and alpine habitats.
Continued on page 4
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A Note

Carl Wallman Conservation Easement

F RO M T H E C H A I R

Cody Cramer
Board Chair

Last fall the first stage of an exciting conservation project took place when Carl
Wallman placed a conservation easement
on 142 acres of his Northwood properties.
The conservation easement property is
located within the Bear-Paw Regional
Greenway and is held by the Society for
the Protection of NH Forests (SPNHF).
It demonstrates how Bear-Paw and other
conservation organizations work together
as a team to conserve land.
The property was one of two cattle
farms that Carl used to raise champion
breeding Angus cattle. When he auctioned
off the cattle, Carl began to think of different less intensive ways to manage and
protect his property. He recognized the
natural resource features of this property
and sought help from Bear-Paw Regional
Greenways, NH Fish and Game and UNH
Cooperative Extension.
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In response to the growth
and maturing of Bear-Paw
as an organization, the
Board and volunteers have
embarked on a strategic
planning process to help
us continue to refine our
mission and prioritize our
goals over the next five
years and beyond.
We began work on our
strategic plan by asking
ourselves a basic but very motivating
question, namely: What is our vision
of the Bear-Paw region in 2022?
Not surprisingly,
this vision is the foundation of our mission
and the driving force
behind the creation of
Bear-Paw Regional
Cody Cramer
Greenways: a region
where significant portions of the
identified Bear-Paw Greenways
are permanently protected.
Bear-Paw’s partners in achieving this
vision are many, including members, town
representatives, landowners, community
residents, and other conservation groups.
Our five-year plan calls for protecting
special places in each town, strengthening these partnerships, quadrupling our
budget and increasing membership.
You can help achieve these goals!
We invite you to renew your membership, and consider volunteering on a
committee or the board. As always, if
you would like more information about
land conservation options or would like
to make a contribution, we’d love to
hear from you. Give us a call or drop
us a note, we’re also on-line and our
e-mail address is info@bear-paw.org.

By Phil Auger

Carl Wallman’s Northwood Property

The Wallman property is situated in the
middle of one of the greenway corridors
Bear-Paw identified for priority conserva-

tion work. It shares boundaries with
Northwood Meadows State Park and NH
Fish and Game properties. Further to the
south and east is the summit of Saddleback
Mountain where there are large holdings
of the University of New Hampshire and
several Northwood town parcels.
In June of 2001 Carl received some
wildlife and forest management guidelines
that provided a framework for managing
forest and wildlife habitat resources and
urged him to consider conserving the land.
As it turns out, he has followed those recommendations very carefully. Carl attended
one of the Bear-Paw estate planning and land
conservation workshops in Nottingham
later that year and began to think seriously
about conserving his land forever. Later he
consulted with Bear-Paw and SPNHF and
placed a conservation easement on 142
acres of his total ownership last fall.
While the conservation easement is a wonderful success it
really was just a beginning for
Carl. Since then he has begun to
practice intensive wildlife habitat
management. This work has
included using a Brontosaurus
mower to manage early successional habitats and delayed fall
mowing to encourage grassland birds such
as bobolinks and meadowlarks. His agricultural fields were one of twelve sites
Wallman Easement continued on next page

Conservation Roundtable

Select Boards, Planning and Zoning Boards,
Master Plan, Budget, Open Space and
Bear-Paw continues to strengthen conserother committees are invited to:
vation efforts with the seven towns in the
region. To that end, Bear-Paw is hosting a • Learn about GIS Maps that Bear-Paw
will give to each town to help identify
Regional Conservation Roundtable from
conservation priorities;
7 to 9 pm on October 30th
Regional Conservation • Discuss opportunities for
at the Northwood Town
regional cooperation for
Hall. The evening will be
Roundtable
an opportunity for town
7 to 9 pm • October 30th conservation;
representatives to share their
Northwood Town Hall • Learn how other Towns
conserve land locally &
experiences and learn about
collaborate with Bear-Paw.
how neighboring towns are managing
We hope that this is the beginning of
growth, and protecting quality of life and
an ongoing effort to build regional capacity
landscapes in this fast growing region.
for conservation.
Members of Conservation Commissions,
2
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Town Tracks

Bear-Paw Quilt Raffle
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Any New Englander knows
that long winters require
a cozy quilt for those cold
nights. Thanks to the
Capital Quilters Guild, a
custom designed “Bear-Paw”
pattern quilt has been
hand-made and donated
to benefit Bear-Paw
Regional Greenways –
and it could be yours!
The Bear-Paw Quilt
Inspired by Bear-Paw
Director Elliott Sampson, Guild member
Evelyn Johnson brought the idea to the
quilters to make a quilt that could be
raffled to support Bear-Paw and its
mission. The group agreed this would
be a great community service project.
In its seven years, the Capital Quilters
Guild (about 130 members) has donated
several handmade quilts to local nonprofits. Their goal is to “promote the art
and craft of quilt making.” Past projects
have included donations to “ABC” Quilts,
the Make a Wish Foundation, and the
Lowell Quilt Museum.

The Bear-Paw Quilt
project, organized by past
president Michele Berardo,
incorporates the traditional
“Bear-Paw” print pattern and
the land trust’s logo colors.
About 30 guild members
made squares and then
assembled the pieces.
In keeping with BearPaw’s mission, Deb
Randall, a professional
machine quilter and resident in the region,
donated her services to design and stitch the
beautiful leaf patterns that can be seen on
the reverse side. The result is a wonderful,
durable, machine washable piece of art.
Bear-Paw members will sell raffle tickets
for $1 a piece or six for $5 at events
throughout the year. The drawing will be
in the fall of 2003. Tickets can also be
purchased at the Bear-Paw office. Call
463-9400 or e-mail info@bear-paw.org.
Heartfelt thanks to Elliott Sampson
and the Capital Quilters Guild for their
efforts in this worthy project.

Wallman Easement continued

that were chosen by UNH Cooperative Extension to study these
birds thanks to a “Moose Plate
Conservation Grant”.
More importantly Carl’s land conservation
ethic is spreading to his neighbors. He
challenged Bear-Paw to contact abutting

landowners and enlarge what he has begun
and we have been busy doing just that. One
will be conserving their 60-acre Tree Farm
shortly and we are currently working with
another on a hopeful conservation project.
We’ll keep you posted as our work in this
important greenway corridor continues.

We would like to hear from you!
■ Yes, I want to become a member of Bear-Paw.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of:
■ $25 ■ $50 ■ $100 ■ $250 ■ Other $ _____________________

Thank you for
your generous
support!

■ Yes, I want to become a Bear-Paw volunteer.
■ Please send me information about Bear-Paw.
NAME
MAILING ADDRESS

Please make your check payable to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, and send to PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
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U P D AT E S F RO M Y O U R
NECK OF THE WOODS

Candia: The Open Space plan was
completed this year with assistance
from SNHPC, UNH Coop Ext. and
UNH students. A fall estate planning
workshop for landowners is planned
for October 8th.
Deerfield: With the 2001 town vote
directing 100% of use change tax
funds to the Conservation Fund, the
Cons. Comm. and Select Board created
the Deerfield Open Space Committee
to identify land protection priorities
and expend funds effectively.
Epsom: The town dedicated $10,000 at
town meeting 2002 to land conservation.This fall the Cons. Comm. is teaming with Bear-Paw to submit an LCHIP
application to protect land in town.
Northwood: The Cons. Comm. will
seek an increase of current use penalties designated to the Conservation
Fund from 10% to 50% at town
meeting, 2003.The YEA students
of Coe-Brown Academy will lead a
fall hike on protected land in the
Bear-Paw Greenway on Oct. 19th.
Nottingham: The Planning Board
rejected a proposed water bottler’s
application for a site plan review and
subdivision.The Cons. Comm. is working
with Bear-Paw and Deerfield to protect
land in the greenway abutting
Pawtuckaway State Park.
Raymond: The town is working with the SNHPC to complete an Open Space Plan.
The Cons. Comm. designated
a rep. to attend Bear-Paw
meetings and increase collaboration on land prot. projects.
Strafford: The Cons. Comm.
helped certify the Isinglass
River for the Rivers Management Protection Prog. A celebratory river walk is planned
Oct. 20th.The Cons. Comm.
is working with a landowner
& Bear-Paw on a 90 acre
conservation easement.

Heavenly Habitat, continued from page 1

Calendar of Events
Bear-Paw Hike! Wonderful Views!
October 19 • 9 am
Meet at entrance of Northwood Meadows
State Park at 9 am. for a hike to recently
protected land of Carl Wallman. Approx.
two hours. Long pants recommended.

Regional Conservation Roundtable
October 30 • 7–9 pm
Reps. and officials from the seven
Bear-Paw Towns have been invited

The NH Fish and Game Department contributed $80,000 to this $250,000 project.
Several other state and Federal agencies
contributed to the latest mapping effort.
Now conservation groups, like Bear-Paw,
can use this important data to develop
conservation plans to protect and preserve
the most significant wildlife habitat. These
land cover types will be used analyze wildlife habitat and travel corridors needed to
connect Bear Brook State Park with Pawtuckaway State Park as well as other significant
habitat blocks in western Rockingham
County and eastern Merrimack County.
Thanks to this latest Landsat technology,
New Hampshire is better prepared to meet
the challenges of identifying and conserving vital wildlife for decades to come.
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to share land protection ideas, challenges,
and successes at the Northwood
Town Hall from 7–9 pm.

Homespun Music!
Nine Acts to Benefit Bear-Paw!
November 9 • 5-10 pm
Join local musicians for an
Evening of Homespun Music,
Deerfield Town Hall 5-10 pm. Bring a
mug & lawn chair – it’ll feel like summer.
Refreshments provided. Tickets: $5.00.
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In January of this year, the NH
GRANIT staff completed a statewide
New Hampshire Land Cover Assessment.
This most recent mapping effort used
Landsat 5 and 7 satellite images collected
between 1990 and 1999 to develop an
updated statewide map of 23 land cover
types. This satellite imagery can now distinguish types of trees such as beech/oak,
spruce/fir, hemlock, birch/aspen and in
some cases forest density. Most importantly, thousands of ground-truthing sites
were selected and staff were sent into the
field to check and improve the accuracy
of the satellite maps. As a result the current data is 82 to 95 percent accurate,
depending on the forest type. This is a vast
improvement over the last mapping effort.

Bear-Paw Board and volunteers gather at
Al Jaeger’s for a day of Strategic Planning.

Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at info@bear-paw.org, or visit www.bear-paw.org

Join us for some Homespun Music
Saturday, November 9, 2002
Details Inside!

Take a Seat!
Join us for the next Bear-Paw Hike
Saturday, October 19, 2002

Take a Hike!
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