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About

us

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust established by resident volunteers,
who are working to conserve open space
through landowner outreach, education,
land protection, and community assistance.
Our Goal is to safeguard important
wildlife habitat and travel routes, water
and other natural resources, the region’s
inherent natural beauty, and local recreational opportunities.
Our Mission is to create a network
of voluntarily protected lands in our
region which connects with the larger
network in southeastern New Hampshire.
We Envision a region of scenic
beauty and sustained rural character, where
human habitat is set within a viable network of natural resources preserved for
present and future generations to enjoy.
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The Steve Cruikshank Memorial
Conservation Easement Closes a Gap
By Al Jaeger

As Steve and Irene Cruikshank grew up in coastal Rockingham County, they saw the
disappearance of woodlots separating neighborhoods, fields for back-lot baseball, and
other wild and semi-wild places. So when Steve and Irene bought their land in Deerfield
in 1989, they always planned to place it under permanent protection. Steve was a carpenter and Irene assisted as they built their fine handmade post and beam house, brick
hearth for the wood stove, and solar disc and batteries for electricity. The lands abutting
three sides, altogether six private woodlots totaling almost 400 acres, comprise the Great
Brook Corridor protected with conservation easements.
Steve and Irene’s land was the “missing tooth” for the brook, for protection and
movement of wildlife, and for a four-mile footpath open to the public from Harvey
Road to Coffeetown Road. Two brooks from the western boundary of the Cruikshank
land flow down to Great Brook. One of them passes through mature mixed hardwoods
and over stones and roots creating small ledgy waterfalls. It drops into a black pool
surrounding a mossy boulder where Irene often sits thinking of Steve who died 3½ years
ago at 51, still full of dreams. Both streams create sunny marshes as they enter Great
Brook creating an isolated paradise of cattails, red-winged blackbirds and dragonflies
now completely surrounded by protected land.
Stunning granite outcrops cross the land in east-west ridges sheltering the two little
streams and forcing dramatic turns of Great Brook as it emerges from forest to wide
marshes. One outcrop looms 90 feet above the south bank of one of the streams.
Irene owns 30 acres of extraordinary land. Her home is at the southern tip and her
donated conservation
easement on the remaining 26 acres to be held
by Bear-Paw, is no longer
“the missing tooth” in the
Great Brook Corridor.
The Town of Deerfield
will contribute $3,500
to the transaction costs
associated with the project
and will hold an executory interest
in the easement. Irene says, “Steve
loved wild places. For recreation
he always went to somewhere as
untouched as possible. Protecting our
own wild and natural land is a perfect
tribute to his memory.”

A Note

f ro m t h e c h a i r s

There was exciting conservation news out of Washington
this summer. A new bill
signed by the President
far more than doubles the
tax benefits to landowners
donating conservation easements. Check the article on
Page 8 for further information.
This bill is presently in effect
only for 2006 and 2007.
Congress may renew the bill
for future years, but as it stands now,
the incentive expires at the end of 2007.
If you’ve been thinking about protecting your land with a conservation easement,
now is the time to take advantage of
this considerable tax incentive!
Best wishes,

Harmony Anderson
Board Chair
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A Bear-Paw Profile – Corey Colwell
Two vacations and a conservation easement have all played a part in helping Corey
Colwell realize his dreams. Corey grew up in Strafford and always hoped someday to
have his own home on a good-sized piece of Strafford land. It was 1997 and he had just
turned 32 when he found what he wanted – 218 forested acres on a hillside above Bow
Lake. But you can imagine the price! Corey had a good career with his own surveying
company following a degree from the UNH Thompson School, but the deal still
seemed impossible.
Here’s where creative use of
a conservation easement made
it possible. With his plan to
conserve 150 acres of the
property, Corey worked with
the Planning and Zoning Boards
to get a subdivision of three
lots to sell and a private road
extension into his remaining
206-acre piece. His conservation
easement became Bear-Paw’s first
in 1998. His property now contains the 150 acres protected by
the easement, and a reserve area
large enough for house sites for
Dahriz and Corey Colwell enjoy a walk by the beaver pond on
future Colwells.
What about those vacations? their 150-acre easement. photo credit: Harmony Anderson
In 1999 Corey took 3½ weeks of backed up vacation time in North Carolina where he
worked hard as an apprentice in a post and beam construction outfit. Back home he
realized another dream designing and crafting the beams for his own house. His
surveyor colleagues helped assemble those beams in a long weekend of “house raising.”
And in 2002, Corey decided to visit the home of his favorite form of martial arts,
the Philippines. There he met Dahriz Lucero and persuaded her to come to New
Hampshire. They were married in 2005. Dahriz is still getting used to sighting the
occasional bear, moose and beaver that call Corey’s property home.
Aside from the forest, wildlife, and scenic values of the Colwell easement itself, it has
added worth because it abuts the 600-acre Strafford Town Forest lands, which in turn
link to the vast acreage of the Blue Hills Foundation properties. Bear-Paw thanks Corey
Colwell once again for an easement that builds an important greenway.

Many Enjoy Suncook River Exploration
More than 60 people enjoyed the walk in August,
co-sponsored by Bear-Paw and the Epsom Conservation
Commission. Part of the Bear-Paw mission is to host
informative and entertaining events like this for members
and the general public. Eric Orff, New Hampshire Fish
and Game, and former Bear-Paw Board member, led the
group to stops along the Suncook River in Epsom and
explained the dramatic changes brought about by the
May floods.
Right: Eric Orff, Epsom resident, describes the changes
in the Suncook River’s course while Alison Parodi from
Epsom’s Conservation Commission holds the map.

Illustrations
Al Jaeger
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new england grassroots
environment fund supports

New Website Through a Samuel P. Hunt
Foundation Grant
Bear-Paw will soon have a new web presence thanks to a $4,000 grant from the
Samuel P. Hunt Foundation. The grant
is helping support a total renovation of
our website. In the past, our website was
maintained free-of-charge by Melissa French
at Netcastles.org. Thank you Melissa!
For the new site, SilverTech, Inc.,
(www.silvertech.com) agreed to contribute
to the overhaul by offering a substantial
discount on its services to help make the
change affordable. The updated site
will feature a new look and a content
management system that will allow

Bear-Paw to easily update the site’s
contents on its own.
We hope that the new site will allow us
to communicate better with landowners,
our members and others interested in land
conservation. The website will now
provide timely information about land
conservation options to landowners,
local conservation projects, and Bear-Paw
events. We are also hoping to use the site
to enhance our ability to raise resources
online. Please take a look at the new site
at bear-paw.org in November and let us
know what you think!

Samuel P. Pardoe Foundation Grant
Helps Build GIS Capacity
Thanks to the efforts of Nancy Lambert,
a volunteer for Bear-Paw as part of her
master’s degree work at the School for
International Training; Bear-Paw
has increased its capacity to
use maps and other geospatial data to describe its
land protection projects and
conservation initiatives. Nancy
helped secure a donation of
the GIS mapping software,
Arcview, from ESRI as well as a
$1,725 grant from the Samuel
P. Pardoe Foundation to fund the
acquisition of GPS and GIS equipment,

software, and training.
This GIS capacity will help
Bear-Paw by increasing its
ability to use limited conservation resources wisely
through better conservation
   planning. And, it will help
Bear-Paw attract funding
and other support for its
land protection efforts.
It has already been used
in successful applications
for funding local land protection
projects, including an LCHIP grant
received earlier this year.

Above and right: Tour participants overlook Epsom’s new “grand canyon” where the flooded Suncook swept out a new path.
informat ion, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org.
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landowner
outreach effort

Bear-Paw recently received a $1,000
grant from the New England
Grassroots Environment Fund
(NEGEF) to help support a landowner
outreach effort currently in progress.
Using a list of landowners it generated,
Bear-Paw is contacting many of the
landowners in its seven-town region to
introduce them to the organization and
to offer them a complimentary copy of
a useful conservation planning booklet,
“Conserving Your Land – Options for New
Hampshire Landowners.” Bear-Paw plans
to provide free booklets to the first 100
landowners who respond to the offer.
“Conserving Your Land” describes many
of the issues for landowners to consider
and it gives specific examples of successful land conservation projects in the
state. The booklet will help interested
landowners understand what conservation options are available to them to
protect their land. Bear-Paw will also
provide an opportunity for these landowners to discuss their situation with
one of the professional land conservation
specialists working with Bear-Paw. If you
are a landowner interested in
conservation, please contact
the office for more information on the outreach effort.
The NEGEF is a small
grants program designed to
foster local grassroots environmental initiatives in the six
New England states. For more
information, you can contact
the NEGEF at PO Box 1057,
Montpelier, VT 05601;
802-223-4622; or info@
grassrootsfund.org.

Community Bear-Paw Receives Moose Plate Grant to Com

a

land ethic

New Hampshire is being
transformed from a largely
rural state to a mostly
urban and suburban one.
This trend will continue at
a rapid pace as the State
is expected to grow by
358,000 people (or more
than 28%) from 2000 to 2025.
Most of the growth will
occur in the southeast, with
the Bear-Paw communities
in the heart of this growth area. The
major land use trends include loss of
unfragmented forestland, development
of land around public water supplies
and aquifers, loss of intact wetland
ecosystems, and loss of high quality
farmland.
In addition to the direct economic
benefits seen in the agriculture, forestry,
tourism, and recreation sectors, open
space provides economic value in areas
that are harder to measure, but no less
significant. Open spaces provide many
“ecosystem services” such as purifying
air and water, cycling nutrients, and
controlling floods. Without these natural
services, we would need to engineer
solutions that are typically much more
costly (e.g., water treatment plants;
flood control structures).
Citizens in the Bear-Paw region
have recognized the need to conserve
special places and ecosystem services
through their support of land protection efforts. Many landowners have
generously donated land or easements
to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways or
other land trusts to ensure that their
conservation values are protected in
perpetuity. This spirit of giving is a
tribute to the community land ethic
in the Bear-Paw region.

Contributors: Ellen Snyder, Ibis Wildlife Consulting; and Daniel Kern, Executive Director, Bear-Paw Regional Greenways

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways received a $9,438 grant from the New Hampshire State
Conservation Committee “Moose” Conservation License Plate grant program to
help develop a Conservation Plan to guide its land protection
efforts in partnership with the seven communities that it
serves: Candia, Deerfield, Epsom, Northwood, Nottingham,
Raymond, and Strafford. The Conservation Plan will identify
and describe priority conservation areas within the region
and the strategies to protect these areas.
The conservation priorities will reflect those areas that protect
wildlife habitat, rare plants, animals, and natural communities, water quality and
quantity, working forests, farmland soils, and maintain connectivity between large
blocks of conserved land. The Plan will also identify potential greenways to connect
the Bear-Paw region to nearby conservation focus areas such as Great Bay, Moose
Mountains, and the Merrimack River Valley. Our goal is to conserve areas with high
natural resource values within the Bear-Paw region and to expand landowner and
community support for land conservation.

The priority conservation areas are likely to encompass:
• Key wildlife habitats and associated native wildlife species, including the full
array of representative habitats that occur in the Bear-Paw region including:
– Large unfragmented habitat blocks and matrix forest types such as
Appalachian oak-pine forests
– High Value habitat features such as wildlife travel corridors, riparian
areas, wetlands, south-facing slopes, vernal pools, old growth forests,
grasslands, and higher elevation areas
– Greenways that maintain links between existing conservation lands
such as state parks, town-owned conservation lands, and permanently
protected private lands
• Watersheds that harbor important wetland complexes, diverse aquatic
animal communities, and other water resources such as:
– Wetland complexes and vernal pools
– River and stream systems
A Regional
Conservation Plan
goal is to ensure
safe travel routes
for wildlife through
greenways of
protected land.
This bear was
photographed
near Deerfield
Parade.
Photo credit:
Erick Berglund
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Community
Funding

mplete a Conservation Plan for the Region

for land
c o n s e rvat i o n

– Lakes and ponds
– Riparian areas along undeveloped shorelines
– Land above stratified drift aquifers and within the zones of contribution
of public water supply wells
• Threatened native plant communities, rare plant populations, and areas of
high biological diversity
• Important farmland soils and working agricultural lands
• Working forests that can provide sustainably managed and harvested
forest products
• Recreational and scenic resources including trail corridors, scenic views,
and historically important sites
Bear-Paw has helped to protect over 2,100 acres in the region by working with
landowners committed to conservation; many of these landowners donated, or sold at
significant discounts, the development rights to their land. Communities in the Bear-Paw
region have created natural resource inventories; drafted open space protection plans;
formed open space committees; and/or contributed significant funding to land conservation projects. Land conservation continues as a crucial issue for our communities.
The New Hampshire Wildlife
Action Plan specifically notes,
Bear-Paw Towns Build Conservation
“…species restricted to southern
Funds with Land Use Change Taxes
New Hampshire are at immediate
T OWN	
%LUCT
Cap
risk.” A Conservation Plan focused
on the Bear-Paw region is needed
Candia
100%	No Cap
to ensure that these species and
Deerfield
50%
$500,000/Balance
their habitats are protected and
Epsom
10%	No Cap
that linkages among conservation
Northwood
50%	No Cap
blocks maximize the conservation
value of existing protected lands.
Nottingham
50%
$100,000/Year
Bear-Paw staff, volunteers, and
Raymond
100%	No Cap
consultants will develop the Plan
Strafford
100%	No Cap
with public and partner input and
will build on priorities identified in
other local, regional and statewide conservation plans. Ibis Wildlife Consulting
of Newmarket was hired to assist in gathering input, researching existing plans,
and writing the Plan. Bear-Paw is hosting a Conservation Roundtable on
November 13th at the Deerfield Town Hall to provide an overview of the
Conservation Plan development, gather local input, and discuss potential strategies
on implementing land conservation projects (see the Calendar on page 7 for more
meeting details).
The long-term value of a successful Conservation Plan, as the region continues to
grow, is clean and available drinking water, healthy plant and animal populations,
working forests, productive farmlands, and a high quality of life in our Bear-Paw
communities.
For more information on the New Hampshire Fish and Game’s Wildlife Action Plan,
visit www.wildlife.state.nh.us/wildlife/wildlife_plan.htm.

informat ion, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org.
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Bear-Paw communities use a variety of
tools to support land conservation in
their respective towns. One universal
tool is allocating a portion of the Land
Use Change Tax (LUCT) revenues to
their Conservation Fund. The LUCT
(10% of the full market value of the land)
is paid to the town by a landowner
when they take their land out of the
Current Use program, typically because
they plan to develop or subdivide.
Towns decide, by town meeting vote,
to put some or all of the LUCT money
into their Conservation Fund, which
is expended by the towns to support
their conservation efforts. As the table
to the left outlines, many of our
communities have maximized the use
of this funding option, while others
have an opportunity to expand their
current allocation to conservation.
The LUCT provides a regular, if
unpredictable, source of funding for
land conservation. In addition to the
LUCT, money for conservation can
come from town appropriations or
warrant articles, gifts from
private individuals, the
unexpended portion of the
Conservation Commission
budget, or other sources.
Towns are also authorized
to raise land conservation
funds through bonds.
Dozens of New Hampshire
communities have passed
land conservation bonds in
the last few years.
We encourage residents
to support local efforts to
fund land conservation!

Growing

t h e g r e e n way s

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways
is an organization with
the important mission to
protect open space in this
part of New Hampshire.
The challenge is that with
each passing year more and
more land in our region is
subdivided for development,
while at the same time the
cost of land escalates rapidly.
In order to meet this challenge, the
Board of Directors made a decision
early in 2006 to increase the level of
resources available to its land protection
efforts. This will allow Bear-Paw to
respond more effectively to landowners
in this region who seek to preserve
their land. The cost of the expansion is
$22,000, with an $11,000 grant from the
Barbara K. & Cyrus B. Sweet III Fund
of the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation already received to help.
The remaining $11,000 will need to be
covered by increased and new member
contributions.
In addition to new membership
initiatives, during the coming months
all Bear-Paw members will be asked to
help support the expansion so that
the good work begun this year can
continue. Ongoing membership support
is vital to the success of Bear-Paw.

Bruce Adami
C hairman, Membership
Development Committee

New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
Supports Bear-Paw
Bear-Paw has seen a dramatic increase in
the number of opportunities to work with
landowners and towns on conservation
projects so it is expanding its land protection
efforts so that it has the resources to
respond to opportunities as they arise.
As the number and complexity of projects
increases, Bear-Paw will now be able to
manage more land protection projects,
to identify additional sources of project
funding, and to complete projects that
might not otherwise be possible.
The Barbara K. & Cyrus B. Sweet III
Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation (NHCF) recently presented

Bear-Paw with an $11,000 grant to
partially support this expansion. We want
to thank the Sweets and the NHCF for
their generosity and for their confidence
in our organization. Bear-Paw plans to
build its membership so that it can fully
fund this expansion independently by 2008.
Growing will allow Bear-Paw to
increase the number and quality of
contacts with landowners, to accelerate
the pace of land protection projects
once interested landowners have been
identified, and to improve our ability
to obtain outside funding to complete
these projects.

Bear-Paw Participates in the Federal
Employee Workplace Giving Program!
Bear-Paw has recently been approved to
participate in the 2006 New Hampshire/
Southern Maine Combined Federal
Campaign (CFC) supported by Federal
Employees. The CFC is the world’s
largest workplace giving campaign and  
Bear-Paw hopes to take advantage of this
opportunity to educate federal employees
about its work in New Hampshire and
to gather their support for its efforts.
Bear-Paw is one of a few opportunities
for participating federal employees to
directly support land conservation efforts

in New Hampshire. Daniel Kern,
Executive Director of Bear-Paw, said,
“We are very excited to participate in the
Combined Federal Campaign this year
and in the future. We hope that this will
be a great way to build financial support
for the organization and awareness of our
programs. We want to thank Federal
Employees for supporting the campaign
and Bear-Paw.” Federal employees can
support us through the campaign by
designating Bear-Paw (#6048) on their
CFC pledge card.

New IRS Rules on IRAs and
Charitable Giving
Among the charitable tax incentives
included in a recently passed pension
reform bill is an IRA rollover provision
that allows individuals age 70½ and older
to make charitable donations up to
$100,000 from an IRA without having
to count the donation as taxable income.
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This provision will be in effect for two
years, allowing the charitable community
to demonstrate its value as an incentive
for increased giving that could be expanded
in the future. If you are interested in
taking advantage of this opportunity,
please contact the Bear-Paw office.

If you would like to support Bear-Paw Region al Greenways, or to receive more

Calendar of Fall & Winter Events
Please register for events at info@bear-paw.org, or call 463-9400, unless otherwise noted.

The Greenway Grows in Candia
October 8 • 1-3pm
Old Deerfield Road, Candia
Last year, town officials purchased the
82-acre Girard property for the town. Come
walk part of this new public land that area
residents may now enjoy as a result of
Candia’s commitment to land protection.
The Candia Conservation Commission and
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways invite the
public to join them on a walk to celebrate
and explore this new public land.  

“Coastal Watershed Weekend”
Field Trips – Land Protection
Projects in Progress
Saturday, October 14 • 10am
Lamprey River Headlands Protection
Project Tour
Bear-Paw Board Member, Phil Auger, will
lead a tour of this 175-acre property that
is at the heart of an effort to protect the
western-most reaches of the Lamprey River
watershed in Deerfield. It contains a rich
mix of woodlands, wetlands, and streams.
Bear-Paw and the Town have already
received a $100,000 LCHIP grant to
support this project.
Mulligan Forest Tour
Dave Anderson of the Forest Society will
lead this tour of the largest unprotected
privately owned woodland in Rockingham
County. This hike will follow woods roads
and trails to views of the property from
Stevens Hill and a visit to the scenic Mulligan
Ponds. Please register at 224-9945, x311,
or www.forestsociety.org.

Down From The Hill #6
Saturday, October 14 • 7pm
Deerfield Town Hall, Deerfield
It’s an “evening of homespun music”
featuring Cordwood, Taylor River, Peter
Sandin, and other artists from all over New
England performing folk, bluegrass, and
Celtic music. We’ll also have great homemade food and coffee! Bring a mug and a
lawn chair – it will feel like summer again!
Adults: $12; Children under twelve: $6.

The Nuts and Bolts of
Conservation Easements
Wednesday, November 1 • 7pm
Waldron Store, Strafford
Just what are the steps necessary in establishing a conservation easement? How do you
get from the landowner’s wish to protect
the land to the final signing of the documents? Representatives from the UNH
Cooperative Extension and Bear-Paw will
sort it all out in this workshop co-hosted
with the Strafford Land Protection Group.

Conservation Roundtable – The
Bear-Paw Regional Conservation Plan
Monday, November 13 • 7pm
Deerfield Town Hall, Deerfield
Bear-Paw is hosting a Conservation Roundtable to provide an overview of plans to
develop a conservation plan for the region,
gather local input, and discuss potential
strategies on implementing land conservation projects (see pages 4 and 5 for details).
Members of Conservation Commissions,
Planning Boards, and other residents
involved in local conservation efforts are
encouraged to attend this meeting and
provide much-needed input.

Please make a contribution today!
■ Yes, I’d like to give to Bear-Paw.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of:
■ $25
■ $50
■ $100 ■ $250 ■ Other $______________________

Thank you for
your generous
support!

Name	
Mailing Address
telephone	e-mail

Please send your contribution to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
informat ion, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org.
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Plan Now

to at t e n d b e a r paw ’ s
a n n ua l m e e t i n g

12th Year Annual Meeting
Saturday, February 10, 2007 • 9am
Mark your calendars for Saturday,
February 10, 2007, for a day of
information, good food, and
fun at the Bear-Paw Annual
Meeting to be held once again
at Coe-Brown Northwood
Academy. In this year of Bear-Paw’s
expansion, there will be much news
to report:
• Land protection updates
• P rogress in the work funded
by the grants you’ve read about
in this issue
• A display of the new website
• Plans for the coming year
A speaker to be announced will
entertain us with information about
our region’s natural environment. And,
before we set off for the afternoon’s
field trip, we’ll enjoy a hearty lunch
spread that will set us up for a good
hike or snowshoe expedition on
conservation land.
Your postcard invitation with more
details will be mailed in January.
Plan to join us!

Congress Increases Tax Incentives
for Conservation Easements!
The President recently signed into law a
bill that includes new income tax incentives for landowners who are conserving
their land for future generations. The new
law raised the deductions landowners can
take for donating all or a portion of a
conservation easement from 30% of their
adjusted gross income in any year to 50%.
The law also extends the period for the donor
to take that deduction from 5 to 15 years.
As an example, a landowner earning
$50,000 a year who donated an easement
on a property with development rights
valued at half a million dollars by a
qualified appraiser, in the past could take
a $15,000 deduction that year and for
5 additional years – a total of $90,000.
Under the new law, that landowner may

deduct $25,000 the first year and for an
additional 15 years – that’s $400,000 of
tax deductions! Even greater advantages
are allowed for those who make more
than half their annual income from their
land. Check the Land Trust Alliance
website for further details at www.lta.org.
At present the law is only in effect for
2006 and 2007. Congress may renew it,
but for anyone who has been considering
a conservation easement, now is the time
to take advantage of these
new incentives!

Land
Protection

u p d at e

As of press time…
Land under Bear-Paw
easements. .  .  .  .  .  . 967 acres
Land conserved with Bear-Paw
assists . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,201 acres
Total land
protected . .  .  .  .  . 2,168 acres

Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at info @bear-paw.org, or visit bear-paw.org.

“Down From the Hill” Returns!
Join us for a Conservation Roundtable
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