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Looking Back – A Perspective

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust established by resident volunteers
who are concerned about the loss of
open space lands. Bear-Paw envisions a
series of greenways comprised of private and public lands that connect large
conservation areas. Protection of this
land network will safeguard important
wildlife habitat and travel routes; surface
waters, groundwater, and wetlands; scenic
resources and recreational opportunities.
Bear-Paw is committed to ensuring
that the region’s most important natural features continue to be available for
future generations and is working to
accomplish this goal through landowner
outreach, education, land protection,
community assistance and partnerships.
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The seeds for Bear-Paw Regional
Greenways were sown in the 1980s
when Betsy Kruse and Christopher Closs,
two environmentally-concerned Candia
neighbors, began to discuss the values and
critical nature of undeveloped lands between
Bear Brook and Pawtuckaway state parks.
A decade later those seeds germinated.

1994

In 1994, with development
mushrooming, Betsy hosted a
series of meetings with residents from
Deerfield and Candia to explore forming a land conservation group. The
group recommended that Betsy join the
Candia Conservation Commission to
research land conservation opportunities
for the group. Meanwhile, the Deerfield
Conservation Commission, inspired by
member Al Jaeger, was busy working to
protect forest and habitat in that community.
With assistance from the NH Land and
Community Investment Program and the
Conservation Commission, Al and five
other landowners preserved a large portion of their land along Great Brook.

1995

In November, the Deerfield
Conservation Commission
met with residents from Strafford,
Northwood, Nottingham,
Raymond, Epsom, Deerfield
and Candia to explore the
idea of protecting wildlife
habitats and water resources as a
regional group and over the long term.
The Great Brook Conservation Area
emerged as the nucleus of a network
of greenways connecting Pawtuckaway

and Bear Brook state parks with large parcels of protected land in Northwood and
Strafford.
Frank Mitchell of Deerfield became the
first chairperson. The new group, which
was made up of residents of the seven
towns, included several environmental
professionals: Phil Auger, Kate Hartnett,
and John Kanter. Their skills and access to
information and technology contributed
immensely to Bear-Paw’s progress. Other
members contributed skills in accounting,
computer technology, the arts and organizational issues. The group adopted the
name “Bear-Paw Regional Greenways.”
This name describes the relatively unfragContinued on page 4
Bear-Paw Conservation Successes
Proposed Greenways
Conservation Lands
Lakes, Ponds & Major Wetlands
Town Boundaries
Major Roads

Strafford
107
Route

volume 1, issue 1 • Spring 2001

By Betsy Kruse and Al Jaeger

Rou
te 2
02A

mission

S tr a f f o rd

Northwood
NORTHWOOD
MEADOWS
STATE PARK
3
te 4
Rou

Epsom
BEAR BROOK
STATE PARK

Deerfield
Nottingham
PAWTUCKAWAY
STATE PARK

Bear-Paw Conservation Successes
Proposed Greenways
Conservation Lands

Lakes, Ponds & Major Wetlands
Town Boundaries
Major Roads

Route 27

Candia

Raymond

Epso

BEAR
STAT

photo by wini young

f ro m t h e c h a i r

This is the first Bear-Paw
newsletter and marks
another step toward some
of the long-term goals
Bear-Paw set out to accomplish four
years ago. While the first article in
this issue gives you a picture of where
we’ve been, I’d like to tell folks about
where we’re headed.
This year our board committed to
ambitious fund-raising goals, beginning
with a membership initiative that we’ll
be expanding this spring and summer.
As always, we’re busy writing grants to
support land conservation efforts and
creative projects.
The projects are one thing that I’d
like to leave you with. Bear-Paw is very
much a community organization. We
only work in the seven-town region and
always try to dovetail our efforts with
community land conservation goals.
Most of our land conservation projects
have involved our member towns, and
we believe that community/land trust
relationships are vital to our success.
Finally, I want to personally thank all
of the wonderful folks and organizations that have helped Bear-Paw evolve
these past four years.
Thanks and please keep in touch.

Phil Auger, Board Chair

New Hampshire’s Black Bears Are Back
By Eric P. Orff, Wildlife Biologist, New Hampshire Fish and Game, Region 3, Durham

New Hampshire’s black bears are back, and
chances are they are living secretly in the
deep woods near you. Bears prefer mixed
stands of hardwoods and softwoods, with
wetlands, streams, and ponds. Once common, bears were eliminated from much of
the state during the 18th and 19th centuries
when New Hampshire’s forests were cut for
agriculture. The stone walls we
see today riveting the woodlands are a vestige of vast
cleared areas. As few as
400 to 500 bears resided
in the Granite State in
the early 1900s. They
were hunted for a
bounty of up to $20
dollars until 1955.
In recent decades
forests have reclaimed
much of the state.
Quietly, for the most
part, bears have returned to
all of the major undeveloped
tracts of reforested land. There
are about 4,000 bears roaming New
Hampshire’s woodlands today. But their
return has presented challenges. Bears must
move between the large forested tracts they
inhabit to find food. The travel exposes
them to human communities, where they
have learned to raid unattended bird feeders, trash barrels, and grills. Such behavior
puts them at risk of being destroyed as

nuisance animals. Providing a place for
bears to coexist with humans, where there
is minimum interference with the natural
behavior of the bears, is the key to their
long-term existence in the state.
The Bear-Paw region is likely the last
frontier of black bear in the state. Further
south it is too urbanized for bear. However,
the 10,000 plus acres of Bear Brook State
Park and the 5,500
acres in Pawtuckaway
State Park can remain
viable habitat if the parks
retain suitable habitat.
Bears also need travel
corridors to travel safely
between these and other
blocks of habitat.
Bear-Paw’s proposed
greenways and similar
habitat plans afford
bears the best possible
chance of long-term survival
in a quickly changing state.
Protecting good bear habitat will also
ensure protection of other species. Even
some of the smallest of our wild friends need
large blocks of habitat to survive. The
returning spring songsters, such as oven
birds, thrushes, and warblers, need blocks
of habitat of 500 acres or more.
The bottom line...give a bear enough
space to live and other wild things will
thrive as well. Maybe even us!

Bear-Paw Conservationist Award 2001
Irene Shores, her late husband Folger and their family had been considering conservation options for their farm and forest land in Deerfield while Bear-Paw was becoming a
reality. With the completion of a conservation easement
on their land in the fall of 1996, they became the first
landowners to conserve property in the newly proposed
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways. Little did they or BearPaw volunteers know that within three years, well over
1,000 acres would follow, involving owners of eleven
other properties in the seven-town region.
Bear-Paw extends our heartfelt thanks to the Shores
family for their pioneering conservation action, which
Irene Shores receives the first Bear-Paw
has undoubtedly inspired others and will continue to
Conservationist Award from Frank Mitchell
do so.
at this year’s Bear-Paw Annual Meeting.
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If you would like to support Bear-Paw Region al Greenways , or to receive more inform

Meet the

Highlights from the Annual Meeting
Oldest Trees, Black Gum Swamps in the
Bear-Paw Region”. These distinctive trees
have not been valued for firewood and
lumber. As a result, many trees have
survived for hundreds of years. Of the
five largest and oldest known black gum
stands in the state, four are located in
the Bear-Paw region and include trees
that have been cored and dated to be
up to 679 years old.
After box lunches, provided by Susty’s
Café of Northwood, over 25 participants donned snowshoes to explore a
black gum swamp near the Dowst Cate
Town Forest. A second group ventured
to the beaver pond and pine forest in the
Lindsey Conservation Area.
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On February 10, more than 60 Bear-Paw
Regional Greenways members and friends
met at the Deerfield Town Hall for the
2001 Bear-Paw Annual Meeting. Board
chair, Phil Auger, introduced the land
trust’s new part-time executive director,
Susan Zankel, who reviewed the organization’s history, current projects and future
directions. To date, Bear-Paw has helped
protect 1,370 acres and has been in
discussions with landowners about an
additional 5,800 acres.
Treasurer, Erick Berglund, reported
that the first Bear-Paw membership drive
successfully raised more than $6,000.
The officers elected for 2001 were
Phil Auger–chair, Betsy Kruse– secretary,
Erick Berglund–treasurer, and Cody
Cramer–vice-chair. Frank Mitchell
was thanked for his great work as
chair and vice-chair.
In recognition of her pioneering gift
of land, Frank Mitchell presented the
first annual Bear-Paw Conservationist
Award to Irene Shores, whose property,
the 125 acre Fogg/Shores Memorial
Forest in Deerfield, was the first parcel
Bear-Paw helped to protect.
Following the business meeting, Dan
Sperduto, ecologist with the NH Natural
Heritage Inventory, presented a talk and
slide show featuring, “New Hampshire’s
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The Annual Meeting snowshoe crew admires ancient
Black Gum trees in the Bear-Paw region.

We would like to hear from you!
■  Yes, I want to become a member of Bear-Paw.
	Enclosed is my check in the amount of:
■ $25    ■ $50    ■ $100    ■ $250    ■ Other $_ _____________
■  Yes, I want to become a Bear-Paw volunteer.

“There is a window
of opportunity to make
a difference in the
Bear-Paw region.”

Thank you for
your generous
support!

■  Please send me information about Bear-Paw.
Name	
Mailing Address

Please make your check payable to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, and send to PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.

mation, please c all Susan Zankel at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at bear-paw.dellepro.com

“My ideal job” is
how Bear-Paw’s
new executive
director Susan
Zankel describes
her position. “I
am motivated by
doing something I
believe in,” she says. “There is a window
of opportunity to make a difference in
the Bear-Paw region by protecting open
space lands, and thereby influencing
patterns of development in a way that
maintains important natural heritage
and community character. I am glad to
be a part of it.”
Susan comes to us with a master’s
degree in regional planning, as well as
experience working on land protection
with the Nature Conservancy in North
Carolina, and conservation planning with
towns on the Chesapeake Bay. A native
of the Boston area, she grew up hiking,
skiing, and exploring in New Hampshire.
Susan sees herself as a resource for
the board of directors, a facilitator to
maximize their efforts, and a liaison
to help connect Bear-Paw with the
communities and other organizations.
Her skills and experience
build the land trust’s
capacity to reach its goals.
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Susan is enthusiastic about
the “wonderful community of
people” with whom she works
and the inspiring natural areas
that can still be protected
in the Bear-Paw region. The
Bear-Paw community is
equally enthusiastic about her.

Looking Back, continued from page 1

mented lands that still connect Bear Brook
and Pawtuckaway state parks, and highlights the need that resident wildlife, such
as bobcat, moose, and bear have for travel
routes between large areas of habitat.

1997

In 1997, Bear-Paw incorporated as
a nonprofit, tax-exempt land trust.
With the assistance of Lelia Mellen of the
National Park Service, the group gathered
information, secured grants, and produced
a brochure. Local residents followed our
progress through news articles, educational
workshops, fundraising events and other
public efforts and requested the land
trust’s help. Within three years all seven
towns in the region were members, and
Bear-Paw helped to protect more than
1,300 acres and discussed conservation
options with landowners whose properties
total more than 5,800 acres.

2000

In June, the Greater Piscataqua
Community Foundation awarded
Bear-Paw $20,000 to hire a much needed
part-time executive director. Susan Zankel

was selected. With Susan, we have taken a
significant step at a critical time and have
greatly increased the organization’s capacity
to achieve its mission.
Bear-Paw works toward a harmonious
coexistence between human use and
protection of the environment. Bear-Paw’s
goal is to preserve the natural resources
and wildlife indigenous to the region by
creating voluntarily protected “corridors”
that marble the region, connecting large
tracts of preserved habitat. We promote
our goal by facilitating negotiations among
landowners, towns and other environmental organizations. When appropriate,
we accept and hold conservation easements
(development rights) or land.
Our focus on greenways has become a
model for neighboring communities. We
have assisted others in forming their own
projects, which we hope will eventually
connect to the Bear-Paw greenways.
The end result is the greater good for
all residents, human and non-human, in
the region.

Land Protection and Estate Planning Workshops
On February 13, 2001 Bear-Paw, UNH Cooperative Extension, and the Nottingham
Conservation Commission co-sponsored a workshop for those interested in learning
about tools available to combine saving land with saving taxes. Over 60 people heard
from two NH experts, Phil Auger and Attorney Thomas Masland, who discussed how
permanently protecting family lands can affect estate planning. Bear-Paw will be hosting
additional workshops near you in the coming months.
Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, 59 Nottingham Rd., Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at Bear-Paw@dellepro.com, or visit www.bear-paw.org
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Phil Auger, Chair, Strafford
Cody Cramer, Vice-Chair, Raymond
Erick Berglund, Treasurer, Deerfield
Betsy Kruse, Secretary, Candia
Christopher Closs, Candia
Sam Demeritt, Nottingham
Frank Mitchell, Deerfield
Eric Orff, Epsom
Elliot Sampson, Epsom
Mark West, Nottingham
Wini Young, Northwood
Executive Director
Susan Zankel
NPS Rivers & Trails Assistance
Margaret Watkins
Illustrations
Al Jaeger

New Land Conservation Resources
Check out two new NH publications:
•“Identifying and Protecting New Hampshire’s
Significant Wildlife Habitat: A Guide for
Towns and Conservation Groups.”
Published by the NH Fish & Game Dept.

•“Open Space for New Hampshire, a Toolbook of
Techniques for the New Millennium.”
Available from the NH Wildlife Federation.

Contact our office for more information.

May 12th at 8 pm, Deerfield Town Hall

Join us for the next
Bear-Paw Coffeehouse!
Post Office Box 19
Deerfield, NH 03037
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