M e m b e r Tow n s

About

us

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust established by resident volunteers,
who are working to conserve open space
through landowner outreach, education,
land protection, and community assistance.
Our Goal is to safeguard important
wildlife habitat and travel routes, water
and other natural resources, the region’s
inherent natural beauty, and local recreational opportunities.
Our Mission is to create a network
of voluntarily protected lands in our
region which connects with the larger
network in southeastern New Hampshire.
We Envision a region of scenic
beauty and sustained rural character, where
human habitat is set within a viable network of natural resources preserved for
present and future generations to enjoy.
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A New Easement Protects Special
Features Near Pawtuckaway
A pile of house-sized boulders that rival
the ones in nearby Pawtuckaway State
Park, an ancient white oak that lords
it over a thriving younger forest, and
a half dozen or more vernal pools are
among the special features that will be
protected by the new easement on April
Bacon’s 50-acre Nottingham property.
She has lived on the property since the
mid-eighties after leaving the life of an
artist and social worker in New York City.
Memories of her rural childhood in Maine
drew her back to New England, but, as she
said, “It’s all grown up around Gorham
where I lived, and I wanted somewhere
undeveloped and natural, and to make
sure it would stay that way!”
This parcel has enormous development
potential with its 860 feet of frontage on
A massive white oak dwarfs April Bacon.
route 156, but April offered to give up
Photo credit: Harmony Anderson
the right to develop it for only $15,000.
At just $300 an acre, this “bargain sale” is a considerable gift to Bear-Paw and the
Town of Nottingham. The Town agreed to pay this amount as well as the transaction
costs of setting up the easement. Bear-Paw will monitor the easement with an
executory interest
held by Nottingham.
With permission from
April, the public may
enjoy passive use of her
woods for non-motorized
activities such as hiking,
bird watching, or educational field trips. Bear-Paw
thanks April Bacon and
the town of Nottingham
for this important addition
to the local greenway.
The ice recedes from one of many vernal pools on the Bacon easement.
Photo credit: Harmony Anderson

A Note

f ro m t h e c h a i r

Yes, you are not mistaken;
the newsletter is twice as
thick as usual. With more
conservation projects in
the works and more
activities and workshops
on the schedule than ever,
our old four pages couldn’t
hold it all. We’d also like to
have space for informative
articles about our Bear-Paw
area like the Richard Moore
piece about Pawtuckaway’s past on
pages four and five of this issue.
With your support we are working
to bring our Executive Director, Dan
Kern, on to a full-time schedule. We are
looking forward to even more time to
work with landowners and town officials
to protect our natural landscapes.
Thank you, Bear-Paw members!

Harmony Anderson
Board Chair
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Calendar of Spring and Summer Events
A Walk on the High Side
Saturday, April 15 • 9am-Noon
The Strafford Conservation Commission
and Bear-Paw will sponsor a hike along
the Spencer-Smith Trail that runs just
below the ridgeline of Parker Mountain
in the Strafford Town Forest. Forestry
experts Charlie Moreno and Phil Auger
will lead a discussion of wildlife habitats
in this and other parts of the 600-acre
forest, and how the management activities
that will begin this year in the forest will
enhance them. Park at the trailhead on
Route 126, or carpool from the parking
area below at the Town Forest sign.

Breeding Bird Surveys Workshop
Friday, May 5 • 7-9pm
The Massabesic Audubon Center of the
Audubon Society of New Hampshire
(ASNH) will present this workshop about
Breeding Bird Surveys with Dr. Pam
Hunt. The Center is offering Bear-Paw
members the ASNH member cost for
this program – $8 for this event.
Pre-registration is required; Bear-Paw
members need to identify themselves
to register at the member price by
calling 603-668-2045.

Bear-Paw Spring Birdwalk
Saturday, May 6 • 7am
Location: On a Bear-Paw easement
property to be announced.
Bear-Paw Board member,
Mark West, will lead this
early morning walk to identify
birds by both sight and song at
the height of the spring migration.
For exact location and more
details call Bear-Paw at 463-9400.

important land conservation and estate
planning discussion. There is no charge
for this workshop open to all area residents. Call Bear-Paw at 463-9400 to
pre-register.

Second Annual Bear-Paw
Biothon Fundraiser
Saturday, June 3 • Midnight to Noon
Bear-Paw invites members and friends to
support the second annual Biothon – a
species identification treasure hunt to
discover and promote the biodiversity of
the lands Bear-Paw works to protect. Two
to three teams of skilled naturalists will
volunteer to identify as many plant and
animal species as possible on two or more
conserved properties. Results will be available on the website. To support this effort
and the expansion of Bear-Paw’s land
conservation activities, we are asking our
friends to pledge any amount. A pledge
form will be available on our website or
you can contact one of our board members
for more information. Thank you!

Hawkwatch Fieldtrip
Saturday, September 16 • 9am
Location: To be announced.
Mark your calendars for this event and
check the Bear-Paw website this summer
for more details.

Conservation Options
Workshop in Northwood
Tuesday, May 9 • 7-9pm
Location: Northwood Town
Hall, Rte. 4
Cooperative Extension Land
Conservation Educator, Phil
Auger, with guest speaker, attorney
Alexandra Breed, will lead this

Illustrations
Al Jaeger
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Bear-Paw board members and friends spot raptors from South
Mountain in Pawtuckaway State Park on the 2005 Hawkwatch.
Photo credit: Jim Lindsey
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A Bear-Paw Profile – Al Jaeger

d o n at e

It isn’t easy living “off the grid,” and a
driveway half a mile long seems even
longer after an old fashioned nor’easter.
But to our Bear-Paw board member and
artist, Al Jaeger, the pleasures of living deep
in the middle of his 186-acre Deerfield
property outweigh the difficulties. He’s had
a long history with the property since he
bought it in 1968 and spent summers
there in a tent while he built his first
house with materials from the land. He
had to begin again in 1990 when that
first house burned down, but the land
again supplied wood and stone for a
new house and an artist’s studio and
kiln. Passive solar and wood provide
heat, and rooftop solar panels allow
a limited supply of electricity.
Bear-Paw wasn’t established in the late
eighties when Al began to think about
conservation options for his land, but
working through the State’s Land

Bear-Paw is looking for volunteers to
help work on some of our committees.
Here are some of the opportunities
that we have:

Conservation Investment Program (LCIP),
he placed 111 acres in an easement in
1989 – perhaps Deerfield’s earliest private
conservation easement. Several neighbors
joined him to create the Great Brook
Corridor of protected private lands.
Al is working with Bear-Paw to add
15 more acres to his easement.
Al spent many years teaching high
school art, including ten years at Concord
High where he began his concentration
in ceramics. He moved to teaching at
the New Hampshire Institute of Art
(NHIA) and spent his last eight full-time
years there as chair of the Ceramics and
Sculpture Departments. His present
part-time schedule at NHIA gives him
more time for his own projects which are
on exhibit at the 1st Stock Gallery in
Deerfield, the Millbrook Gallery in
Concord, and through the League of
NH Craftsmen outlets.

Your Time?

Membership Development
Committee – This Committee
assumes the primary role for overseeing and implementing our fund raising
and membership building programs.
It recommends fund raising policies,
works on the annual development
plan, oversees and implements fund
raising strategies, and helps evaluate
fund raising campaigns.
Public Outreach and Education
Committee – This Committee works
to provide educational opportunities
about the benefits of land conservation
for landowners, our members, and the
public. It is responsible for program
development, implementation, and
evaluation.
Land Protection and Stewardship
Committee – This Committee is
responsible for working on land
protection projects and providing
recommendations to the board
for easements, gifts, and land
acquisitions. It is also
responsible for monitoring
Bear-Paw’s easements and
maintaining landowner
relationships.
There is always plenty of
work to go around. If you like
working with the public or
behind-the-scenes, we may
have an opportunity for you.
Please contact our office if
you would like to learn more
about how to volunteer
with Bear-Paw.

Artist and Bear-Paw Board Member,
Al Jaeger, with his own illustration
of his house and studio.

formation, please c all dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org .
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History

The Pawtuckaway
Mountain Community
The Community consisted
of more than a dozen
families who began settling
the mountain in the early
1700s, with their relatives
and hired hands and slaves.
Many of the names still resonate locally:
Rollins and Chase, Harvey, Foss,
Winslow, Cilley.
They lived independently of the surrounding towns – going to Raymond
was an all-day trip – but interdependently among themselves, sharing the
annual round of the hill farms: cutting

A Window on Pawtuckaway
by Richard W. Moore

Enormous sugar maples line the dirt roads of Pawtuckaway State Park, great pines and
shagbark hickories grow around the immense boulders. There are pockets of old growth
and rare plants. In places it looks, well, “pristine” is the word I’ve heard. In fact the
forest cover has been profoundly shaped and changed by human use over the last
hundreds of years. There is little pristine about it. And there is a record, beyond even
its stone walls and foundations and gravestones. In the late 1800s, barefoot, bearded
George Goodrich, the last of the Pawtuckaway hill farmers, took up the new hobby
of photography, and he kept a diary.
George was the only child of the only surviving child of Sally and Barnard Goodrich.
Behind the foundations of the Goodrich homestead – at the clearing where you park to
climb the Tower Trail today – the cemetery
tells how Sally’s husband and most of her
children died in 1834 and 35, while she lived
on another 50 years to die at the age of “101y,
6m, 21d,” a matriarch of the Pawtuckaway
Mountain Community.
George was one of the last of the
Community. He married late and they lived
childless at the homestead, farming and taking
in boarders. When not hauling hay, manure,
wood, apples, sap, sawdust, corn fodder, or
rocks, George guided groups of tourists “on
the mountain” and to the Boulder Field,
which by then he owned. He would photograph the group and print postcards. George
also photographed himself, often, with his
horse or the oxen or just sitting on a rock.

wood in the winter, making sugar in
the spring, planting and haying in the
summer, picking apples in the fall and
commencing to sharpen the axes and
A Pawtuckaway postcard made
by George.

fix the harnesses for winter. Much of
the land was cleared for pasture, with
crops in the more fertile fields, and
a fringe of forest on the ridges and
steep places.

George Goodrich with his
team of oxen.
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f ro m g e o rg e
goodrich’s

Diary

The diary entries are
matter-of-fact:
“Susie has been to Raymond/
John and I hauled out
seven loads of manure/
Fair, somewhat windy.”

Sometimes they rise to the
level of found poetry:
“I finished some Photographs/
Hunted woodchucks/
And commenced to make/
a hat for myself/
Fog & rain.”

For climate buffs
The Goodrich homestead on Pawtuckaway Mountain in 1900. all photos by George Goodrich

The backgrounds of these photos show a very different landscape a century ago. There is
scarcely a tree visible in the Boulder Field.
George repeatedly photographed the family homestead, showing large open pastures
with softwoods standing on the ridges. Over a decade or so of landscapes, it is apparent
that in spite of the efforts of George and his boarder, John, and horse, Dick, the fields
were already growing back to trees. By 1908 John can spend days “cutting wood in
Sheep pasture,” and George and John periodically have a go at cutting birches. They
collect apples from old orchards on abandoned farms and burn the dying trees. “It burnt
fine.” All winter George cuts “Brown tail moth nests” out of the trees with a pole.
By 1917 George himself is gone.
Today the mountain is entirely reforested,
In the late 1800s, barefoot, bearded
save a few wildlife clearings created by Fish &
Game. Few visitors realize how young most
George Goodrich – the last of the
of the forest is. On any fair day there are cars
Pawtuckaway hill farmers – took up
from New York, full of climbing gear, parked
near the Boulder Field. School groups rappel
the new hobby of photography,
down the Lower Slab and scramble up the fire
and he kept a diary.
tower. The bushes around Round Pond are
draped with plastic line and bright bobbers.
At the clearing where the Goodrich house was finally bulldozed in the 1960s there is
a great black walnut tree. You can see it, still young, planted by the house in George’s
photo of 1911. It is now the biggest tree around. Ten years ago, when Cerulean Warblers
reappeared in the state, they nested in that tree. Ceruleans love big canopies, and as old
growth disappears, the species is in peril from here to South America. Ironically the tree
that brought it back wasn’t the pristine forest, but the landscaping of the “old child of
the mountain,” mad farmer and photographer.

formation, please c all dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org .
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For climate buffs, he also recorded the
daily high and low temperatures and
barometric pressure. It appears the
winter of 1909 was fully as erratic as
this last winter.

And today...
Pawtuckaway is the “Paw” in
“Bear-Paw,” one anchor of a
necklace of protected lands.
The other anchor is Bear-Brook
State Park. Bear-Paw
Regional Greenways is
the key organization in the
protection of properties
adjoining Pawtuckaway
State Park, the first jewel
in the necklace.

daniel morris

Memorial

In January 2006, Bear-Paw
Regional Greenways
received a $50,000 bequest
from the estate of Daniel
Morris. Dan was a Bear-Paw
member and a resident of
Dover when he passed away
in 2003. He worked for
years as a Research Scientist
in the Physics Department
at the University of New
Hampshire developing software systems
that supported the Compton Gamma
Ray Observatory (CGRO), which was
put into orbit in 1991. As data was
returned to Earth, he analyzed gamma
ray information from distant supernovas.
Obviously,
Daniel also had
interests closer
to home. He
was an active
member of the
New Hampshire
chapter of the
Sierra Club
Daniel Morris
photo CREDIT: James Ryan
and Bear-Paw
Regional Greenways. While he was a
known to be a quiet person, when he
spoke, it was with considerable thought
and the results were always beneficial
to the discussion at hand. Dan never
complained about his long struggle
with cancer so many fellow Bear-Paw
members had no idea what was
happening to him.
We would like to thank Daniel and
his family for the generosity of his gift.
We plan to use a portion of it to
expand our current land protection
efforts and to set aside the rest to help
support our stewardship programs.

Turning Contributions
into Conservation
Our communities are in the center of the fastest
growing area of New Hampshire and protecting
land is now a community priority. Population
growth and associated development are causing
the degradation of water quality and quantity, the
fragmentation of native wildlife and plant habitat,
and the loss of working farms and forests, recreational opportunities, and community character.
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is working to protect
the region’s most important natural resources for
future generations by promoting voluntary land
protection through outreach, education, and
technical assistance. Since 1995 our members
have helped protect more than 2,100 acres.
While we appreciate the success that we have
had in the past, we must intensify our efforts since
unchecked sprawl threatens much of what make
our communities so special. Against a backdrop of
accelerating development, Bear-Paw has seen a dramatic
increase in opportunities to collaborate with landowners and
towns on conservation projects. In order to capitalize on this
exciting trend, Bear-Paw must have the financial resources in
place when opportunities arise. That is the reason your help is
vital to our ongoing efforts to protect the natural resources
of the Bear-Paw region. Bear-Paw funds its land protection
programs through its membership contributions – more than
75 percent of our budget comes from our members.

More Ways to Support Bear-Paw
In addition to your regular membership contribution and your response to special
appeals, there are other ways to provide financial support to Bear-Paw:
Gifts of Stock, Mutual Funds, or
Other Securities – Bear-Paw is now
able to receive gifts of stocks, mutual
funds, and other appreciated securities.
For example, a member recently donated
$2,247 in appreciated stock to Bear-Paw.
In this case, the stock had a cost basis
of $226 with an unrealized capital gain
of $2,021. The donor can receive a tax
deduction equal to the $2,247 market
value of the donation and avoid Federal
capital gains taxes. And, Bear-Paw has
immediate use of current market value
of the stock.
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Bequests – A charitable bequest is simply
a distribution from your estate to a charitable organization through your last will
and testament. There are different kinds
of bequests. For each, you must use very
specific language to indicate the precise
direction of your assets, and to successfully carry out your final wishes. In any
charitable bequest, be sure to name the
recipient accurately. See the side-bar for
the story of a recent bequest to Bear-Paw.
Please contact our office if you would
like to learn more about these ways to
support Bear-Paw.

If you would like to support Bear-Paw Region al Greenways, or to receive more info

Town Tracks

Annual Meeting Notes

u p d at e s f ro m y o u r
neck of the woods

About 80 people convened at Coe-Brown Northwood Academy for the Bear-Paw
annual report to our members. We were missing many of our Deerfield friends
because their town meeting deliberative session was also that day, a situation
we’ll hope to avoid next year.
After business reports, Frank and Phil gave a presentation showing us the
features of the Doane/ Schorr, Rosenfield/Mallette, and Comte easements
which together total 300 newly protected acres.
We were happy to give awards to those landowners, to the town officers
of Deerfield and Nottingham, and to Leslie Van Berkum who has
raised money for Bear-Paw with her Deerfield Coffeehouse events.
Our speaker, Iain McLeod of the New Hampshire Audubon
Society, took us through the whole gamut of New Hampshire
raptors, and we learned that turkey vultures are actually more
closely related to storks!
During the lunch with many donated hot dishes and baked goods
set out by Wini and her crew of Coe-Brown students, Sam and Mark
ran the raffle drawing. The 2006 raffle brought Bear-Paw three times
the usual take.  Many thanks to those who donated fine items and to
those who generously splurged on tickets.
After lunch, participants enjoyed a hike through the Mulligan Forest in
Nottingham with the Fernald family members who are working with Nottingham and
The Forest Society to protect the forest’s 2036 acres with a conservation easement that
will protect a significant wildlife habitat and provide public access.

Please make a contribution today!
■ Yes, I’d like to give to Bear-Paw.
Enclosed is my check in the amount of:
■ $25
■ $50
■ $100 ■ $250 ■ Other $______________________

Deerfield Several articles with provisions
aimed at preserving Deerfield’s rural character passed. Voters also approved raising
the percentage of the Land Use Change
Tax allocated to the conservation fund from
25 to 50 percent.
Epsom The Conservation Commission
reported that the conservation fund had
accumulated $15,000 since last year when
voters approved allocating to it 10% of the
Land Use Change Tax, and that an additional $5000 had been added to the fund
by the town budget committee.
Northwood Landowners of three
properties have begun work with
Bear-Paw to protect their lands with
conservation easements.

Photo credit: Dan Kern

Fernald brothers Rick
and Jim, with their
sister Deb Stevens,
welcomed Annual
Meeting participants
for a hike in their
Mulligan Woods
property.

Candia Voters approved raising
$315,000 for the conservation fund to
replace funds used last year to purchase
the 82-acre Girard property for the town.
They also gave supervision of the property
to the Conservation Commission.

Thank you for
your generous
support!

Raymond An attempt to
turn a 215-acre town owned
parcel over to industrial use
failed. Voters approved placing
a conservation easement
on the town’s 300-acre
“Dearborn” parcel.
Strafford Voters approved
several zoning proposals aimed
at slowing the buildout of subdivisions, protecting viewsheds,
and strengthening protections
of wetlands, groundwater, and
scenic roads.

Name	
Mailing Address
telephone	e-mail

Please send your contribution to Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.

formation, please c all dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org .

Nottingham By a margin of 277 to
12, town meeting voters overwhelmingly
approved a $850,000 bond as the Town
of Nottingham’s portion of a bargain sale
conservation easement on the 2036-acre
Mulligan Forest of the
Fernald property.
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Candia, NH

Exeter, NH

Land
Protection

Severino Trucking,
Ronald Severino

The Copper Canoe, Matthew Smith
Travel & Nature, Robert Garneau

As of press time…

Danvers, NH

lEe, NH

Bear-Paw launches a Business Member Program
We are pleased to acknowledge all of our Business Members:

ESRI, Matt Davis

Nottingham, NH

1st Stock Art Gallery,
Daniel Bush
David Noyes, Land Surveyor –
Consulting Forester
Deerfield Leathers
Lazy Lion Cafe
Robert Mathews
Custom Shoemaker
Parade Properties, Jeanne
Menard and Peter Menard
Van Berkum Nursery,
Leslie and Peter Van Berkum

A Sewer Service, Wayne Chase

Garvey & Company, David Garvey

Land under Bear-Paw
easements. .  .  .  .  .  . 917 acres

West Environmental, Inc.

Deerfield, NH

Durham, NH

u p d at e

Land conserved with Bear-Paw
assists . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1,201 acres

Raymond, NH

KDS Builders & Contracting,
Kevin Spencer and Karen Johnson-Spencer
Kountry Hair Design, Kathleen Campbell
Walnut Hill Creative Classroom, Fritz Bell

Total land
protected . .  .  .  .  . 2,118 acres

Strafford, NH

Bronnenberg Logging & Trucking
Charlie Moreno, Consulting Forester
If you would like to learn how your business
can become a Bear-Paw supporter, please
contact our office.

Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037. Call us
at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at info@bear-paw.org, or visit www.bear-paw.org

See the article on pages 4 and 5 inside!

A Window into Pawtuckaway’s Farmland Past
See the Calendar on page 2

A Birdwatching Bonanza
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