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Aboutus
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust with a mission to permanently
conserve a network of lands that
protects our region’s water, wildlife
habitat, forests, and farmland.
Established by resident volunteers,
Bear-Paw works to conserve open
space through outreach, education,
and land protection project assistance.
Our Goal is to safeguard our irreplaceable water resources, important wildlife
habitat and travel routes, and productive
forests and farms.
We envision a region of scenic beauty
and rural character where diversity
and quality of life are sustained.
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Bear-Paw and the Boston Minuteman Council
Scout for a way to Protect Crooked Run
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways and the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) Boston Minuteman
Council are working together to conserve more than 500 acres of valuable wildlife
habitat in Barnstead, Pittsfield, and Strafford. The goal of the project is to permanently
protect most of the 700+ acre T.L. Storer Scout Camp property and its entire frontage
on Crooked Run, a significant tributary of the Suncook River. The camp will continue
to operate as it does today and Bear-Paw will hold a conservation easement on much of
the area not covered with camp facilities.
The T.L. Storer Scout Reservation is owned and operated Boy Scouts of America
Boston Minuteman Council (www.bsaboston.org). The camp primarily consists of tent
campsites and winter cabins for overnight groups and family camping. It also includes
an activity field for athletics and camporees, boats,
canoes, and a dining hall.
The BSA tries to operate
the camp in such a way
as to minimize its impact
upon the land. This is
accomplished through
limiting the number of
buildings, rotating campsites and program areas,
using certified foresters,
maintaining open space,
and staining buildings
and signs to blend with
the surroundings.
Crooked Run flows out of Wild Goose Pond and travels more than one
The camp property
mile through the Boy Scout property on its way to the Suncook River.
Photo by Mark West
includes some of the
most ecologically significant natural lands in the region. Over 200 acres of the proposed conservation easement
area is ranked in the NH Wildlife Action Plan (WAP) maps as highest by biological
region and another 200 acres is ranked as “supporting habitat.” According to the WAP,
NH requires a network of permanently conserved lands that effectively represents the
state’s wildlife and habitat diversity. Protecting threatened and essential habitat resources
such those found in the Crooked Run project area – large unfragmented forest blocks

continued on page 2

A Note
from the chair
What a pleasure it was to
see so many friends at our
January Annual Meeting!
2012 was a successful year,
and the Annual Meeting
provided plentiful evidence
that this was so. Mary
Holland’s presentation was a
fascinating month-by-month
look at the natural world
and all its wonder.
I would like to thank
Mark West, who has chaired the Board
of Directors for the past four years.
Mark has been a source of inspiration,
enthusiasm, and good humor to all of
us. He presided over the expansion of
our land protection work from 2,310
acres under easement at the beginning
of 2009 to over 5,000 acres today.
Thank you, Mark!
This issue of our newsletter is
packed with news of our ongoing work.
I hope many of you will take advantage
of the upcoming events to make connections with the natural world around
us, and with others who share our
commitment to protecting that natural
world for future generations.
Bruce Adami
Board Chair

Bear-Paw and the Boston Minuteman Council continued...
(including both uplands and wetland habitats), riparian/shore land habitats, and wildlife corridors connecting significant habitat – is a priority.
The parcel is almost entirely forested with hemlock-hardwood-pine and includes
twenty-five wetland complexes totaling more than 133 acres; including
“Boston Minuteman Council is excited to
57 acres of marshland and two acres of
work with Bear-Paw to conserve this land.
peatland identified in the WAP, as well
as the 30-acre Adams Pond and 4,000
Scouting instills a commitment to environfeet of frontage on Wild Goose Pond.
mental conservation and a love of the
The majority of the wetlands complexes
outdoors. This project will help Scouting
(83 acres) are associated with Crooked
Run and its floodplain. These wetland
thrive and perpetuate those ideals for tens
complexes provide breeding and feeding
of thousands of families for years to come.”
areas for fish, waterfowl, amphibians,
songbirds and wading birds. Perennial
Chuck Eaton, Scout Executive
streams, including Crooked Run, provide
more than three miles of riparian habitat.
More than 500 acres of the Boy Scout’s T.L. Storer camp property will be permanently
protected by a conservation easement held by Bear-Paw Regional Greenways. The
property will continue to be owned and managed by the Boy Scouts of America according to a stewardship plan required by the easement. The management plan will ensure
permanent protection of water resources, species of conservation concern, and wildlife
habitat found on the property. Public access may be granted on portions of the property
that are not used by campers.
The Crooked Run project would add directly to an already significant amount of
conservation land in the area and the unfragmented forest that includes the camp
property is large – more than 3,000 acres in extent. It is also nearby and serves as a
connection between some of the largest forest blocks in southeastern NH – a 6,000acre forest that includes the Evans Mountain project that was completed last year and
a 16,000-acre forest just to the north. Large, unfragmented forest ecosystems like this
offer vital support to the region’s biodiversity and provide resiliency against climate
change. These areas provide a refuge from roads and other human impacts and an area
large enough that allows natural processes to play themselves out without interference.
We hope that the residents of Barnstead, Pittsfield, and Strafford as well as former
campers are as excited about this project as we are. There is a significant amount of
funding that still needs to be raised to complete it (see inset).

Board of directors

You Can Help!

Lisa Clark
Betsy Kruse, Secretary
Deerfield
Bruce Adami, Chair
Al Jaeger
Frederick McGarry
Northwood Lucy Edwards, Treasurer
Jeff Kantorowski, Vice Chair
Nottingham Sam Demeritt
Mark West
Strafford
Harmony Anderson
Candia

Bear-Paw has already received a $350,000 grant from the New Hampshire
Department of Environmental Services Aquatic Resource Mitigation (ARM)
Fund for this project but that is a little less than one-half of our goal!
Bear-Paw is seeking support for the project from the three communities it
covers, other grant programs, private foundations, as well as individuals like
you! If you would like to make a gift designated to this project and Bear-Paw’s
land protection program use the enclosed remittance envelope or contact our
office. Write ‘Crooked Run Project’ on your check to designate your gift.
Thank you!

staff
Executive Director Daniel Kern
Land Protection Specialist Phil Auger
Illustrations
Al Jaeger
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Make Tracks! – A guide and map for your next outdoor adventure.

Isinglass River Conservation Reserve
New Road • Strafford, NH
History and Use

The Isinglass River Conservation
Reserve was established by the
Strafford Conservation Commission
in 2008. The name refers to an
assemblage of town owned properties
that have been acquired and permanently conserved as open space but
there are also state-owned lands in the
area. Currently, there are five properties encompassing approximately 400
acres and more than two miles of the
Isinglass River corridor that make up
the Reserve. The largest parcel is the
286-acre Hanson tract – a property
slated for conversion to 70 housing units but thanks to the Trust for
Public Land, the generosity of the
residents and landowners of Strafford,
and Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, it
was purchased and permanently protected in 2008. Since then, four additional parcels have been added to the
Isinglass River Conservation Reserve
and three additional properties that
remain in private ownership have
been conserved along this section of
the river.
Property Description and
Conservation Values

The Isinglass River is one of the most
pristine river corridors in southeastern
New Hampshire. It has the highest
rated water quality found within the
Great Bay watershed. The river and its
surrounding woodlands feature a rich
diversity of plant life, habitat features
and corresponding wildlife. Ongoing
studies here have identified nearly
750 species of plants and animals on
these properties including a number
of which are quite rare.
This section of the river also has
many historic sites. Early settlers to
the area were attracted to the available

water power along Pig Lane which
features three significant flowages.
First settled in the mid 1700s, this
small valley had at one time a saw and
grist mill and a number of homes.
Thanks to its remoteness and recent
conservation efforts visitors can walk
down Pig Lane today and experience
the pleasures of exploring cellar holes,
cemeteries that hold the original settlers and the ruins of once bustling
mills.
Date Protected

August 1, 2008
Public Access

The property is open to the public for
low-impact, non-commercial, outdoor
educational or recreational activities
such as hiking, wildlife observation,
cross country skiing, hunting, and
fishing.
Trails and Accessibility

The Isinglass River Conservation
Reserve trail network provides access
to a number of the natural and cultural features found here. The beaver
pond loop trail circles a large, active
beaver flowage with outstanding views
at a number of locations. The Foss
Mill Trail hugs the Isinglass River
from the first bridge on Pig Lane, past
the grist mill ruins along rapids and
pools that are beautiful in every season. The Meadow trail takes visitors
north of Pig Lane across three small
foot bridges to an outstanding view
over 20 acres of beaver flowages and
sedge-dominated wetlands that were
at one time actively farmed meadows.
Much of the trail network was made
possible by grants from the NH
Conservation License Plate and NH
Trails Grants Program and by the

efforts of volunteers. Please respect
the rights of private property owners
when exploring beyond the Isinglass
River Conservation Reserve.
Location

The property is located on New Road
in Strafford.
GPS Coordinates

43°14'35.00" N, 71°06'52.00"W
Directions

From the intersection of Route 4
and Route 43 in Northwood, take
Route 9/202 east 0.4 miles to Route
202A. Turn left and follow Route
202A for 3.3 miles to Province Road.
Turn right and follow Province Road
0.7 miles to Ricky Nelson Road. Turn
left on Ricky Nelson Road and follow
1.0 mile to Range Road. Turn right
on Range Road and follow 0.2 miles
to New Road. Turn left on New Road
and the parking area is immediately
on your left.
Parking

There is a small maintained parking
area large enough for several cars.
Much of this information and the
map included here was borrowed from
the Town of Strafford’s Isinglass River
Conservation Reserve Map.
(strafford.nh.gov/images/Conservation
Commission/isinglasstrail_85x11_
final%2010-23-12.pdf)
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Growing
Greenways
THE

Outdoor Skills
workshop

Bear-Paw 2012 Auction

AUCTION

Board chairman Mark West
welcomed the crowd. Photo by

Off Trail: Outdoor Skills For
Land Conservation

Judi Lindsey

Sat., April 27, 2013 • 9am–2pm •
Bear-Paw Office and Freese Town
Forest, Deerfield

Dozens of silent auction items were offered
for bids before the live auction. Photo by Bob Cote
Professional auctioneer Kathleen Pearson
led the action. Photo by Judi Lindsey

The food kept coming. Photo by Bob Cote
Ed Fowler, George DeWolf, and Judi Lindsey were among
the last standing in the “Heads or Tails” game.
Photo by Bob Cote

What’s on your Wish List for
this year’s Bear-Paw Auction?

Please join us
for our second annual
charity auction!
November 2 • 7–10pm

Yes, Bear-Paw is holding another Growing the Greenways auction, this time on Saturday,
November 2nd. Thanks to our generous sponsors and donors of interesting items, as
well as all of you who came to party and bid, last year’s event raised $22,000 that is
already going directly toward Bear-Paw’s land protection work. We want to make this
year’s auction just as fun and even more successful, and you can help.
Call or e-mail the office and let us know what you would like to see on the
auction block. Tell us what equipment, or vacation, or service, or artwork you would
like to see up for bid. We’ll do our best to have it there. And perhaps you have an item
or service you could donate – let us know that as well. Bear-Paw’s land protection
program continues to depend upon you!
603.463.9400

e-mail info @ bear-paw.org

www . bear-paw.org
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This year, Bear-Paw is expanding its
volunteer conservation easement monitoring program and this outdoor skills
workshop will be particularly valuable
for anyone interested in being a BearPaw Volunteer Easement Monitor, as
well as anyone wanting to learn more
about off-trail navigation.
This workshop will give you a
chance to learn and practice skills
such as map and compass reading,
understanding property survey maps
and navigating in sometimes unfamiliar
and challenging terrain. You will expand
your exploratory horizons and bolster your confidence about off-trail
navigation. We will present an indoor
orientation to map and compass reading and interpretation and GPS. Then,
we’ll head out to a Bear-Paw easement
property and put what we’ve learned
into practice. We’ll also discuss how
and why we monitor our
conservation lands and how
you can get involved.
To register for the
workshop or to learn more
about becoming a volunteer
monitor, contact Bear-Paw
Executive Director Daniel
Kern at info@bear-Paw.org
or 463.9400.

Phenology
resources
To learn more about
phenology and find ways
to get involved, visit the
following websites:

Mary Holland’s
Naturally Curious
website and blog
www.naturallycuriouswith
maryholland.wordpress.com/

New Hampshire Audubon
Phenology Monitoring
Pilot Project
www.nhaudubon.org/phenologicalmonitoring-pilot-project

National Phenology Network
www.usanpn.org

Aldo Leopold Foundation
www.aldoleopold.org

Harvard Forest Phenology
harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/other-tags/
phenology

Painted trilliums bloom in moist woods in May or
June. Photo BY Scott A. Young

Nature’s Calendar
by Ellen Snyder

In her book, Naturally Curious, Mary Holland explores New
England nature, month-by-month starting in March – a time
of awakening, emergence, and rebirth in the natural world. The
book is a compilation of Mary’s years of passion pursuing the
seasonal rhythms of plants and animals. This study of nature,
of recording observations on when birds migrate, or insects
emerge, or plants bloom, especially in relation to climate and
weather, is known as phenology.
The timing of natural events is relatively predictable from
year-to-year, determined in large part by day-length, temperature,
and precipitation. In March, we expect to see the first male red-winged blackbird, hear
woodcock peenting, and note the emergence of skunk cabbage flowers. During the first
warm spring rain, when evening temperatures reach 45 to 50°F, spotted salamanders
crawl out of their winter burrows to migrate in mass to the nearest woodland pool.
Skunks emerge from a light slumber around Valentine’s Day to look for a mate, at a time
when beavers, bobcats, and raccoons are breeding and barred owls are courting.
Gardeners are keenly aware of
phenology: when the ground thaws
enough to plant peas, the soils warm
enough to plant beans, the date of the
last frost in spring and the first frost in
fall. Plant Hardiness Zones are based
on the average annual extreme minimum temperatures. A year ago, the
USDA adjusted the zones northward,
to account for warmer low temperatures. There are other changes afoot,
as spring is coming earlier and fall is
retreating. The climate is changing,
natural events less predictable, generating a renewed interest in phenology.
Scientists, botanists, birders, insect
Look for Chestnut-sided Warblers returning to New
enthusiasts, school kids, farmers, and
Hampshire in early May. Photo BY Scott A. Young
naturalists of all types are measuring
and studying these changes.
The Hubbard Brook Experimental Forest (HBEF) in North Woodstock, New
Hampshire, has 50 years of data on soils, vegetation, and water and nutrient cycling in
relation to climate, land use histories, and elevation. Compared to the 1950s, HBEF
notes the following changes: date of last frost in spring is eight days earlier, date of first
frost in fall is ten days later, the snowfree period has increased by about 20 days. A
decreased snowpack and warmer winter temperatures may decrease maple sap yields,
advance spring mud season, and affect the synchrony of soil warm-up and plant development. If soils warm more quickly in spring, and plant growth does not respond in kind,
the uptake of water and nutrients is altered. There is great uncertainty among these scientists on the long-term effects of these changes.
New Hampshire Audubon initiated a pilot project with volunteers to document the
phenology of plants and animals on their Deering Wildlife Sanctuary. This is one
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If you would like to support Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, or to receive more

Become a
Nature’s Notebook
observer
of many such projects across
the country that is part of the
National Phenology Network
(see sidebar for more information). Researchers are comparing
the flowering dates today with
those recorded by Aldo Leopold
in the 1930s and by Henry David
Thoreau in the mid-1800s. For
many plants, the flowering dates
are weeks earlier today.
Harvard Forest engages school
kids to monitor the timing of
“budburst” on native trees in
spring. Budburst occurs when the
bud scales have opened and all
Hearing the first spring peeper chorus is a highlight of our
early spring calendar. Photo BY Scott A. Young
leaves are fully visible (if small).
This documents the start of the
growing season, when leaves begin
making food. Another measure of change, if less scientific, is the date of ice-out on Lake
Winnipesaukee. In 2012, ice-out was declared on March 23, the earliest date ever in
over 120 years of yearly measurements.
Spring is a time of awakening in nature and in ourselves. We anticipate spring planting,
listen for the duck-like calls of wood frogs, welcome the return of the phoebe to our yard,
and ache for the first woodland wildflowers to emerge. Noting these month-by-month
and season-to-season changes guides our own movements and will perhaps help us better
understand and steward our planet.

Join Us for our Ninth Annual Biothon!
Bear-Paw plans to hold its annual biothon in Hooksett on June 15th.
Contributors to this year’s Biothon are invited on a special foraging walk on the Clay
Pond Conservation Area. Southeastern New Hampshire is home to over 100 species
of edible wild plants, many of which are more nutritious and/or flavorful than their
cultivated counterparts. Join expert forager Russ Cohen, author of
the book Wild Plants I Have Known…and Eaten, on a two-hour
ramble to learn about two dozen species of edible wild plants.
Identification tips for each species will be provided, along with
information on edible portion(s), season(s) of availability, and
preparation methods, as well as guidelines for safe and environmentally responsible foraging. Following the walk we will join
the Bear-Paw naturalist teams at the home of former Board
member Judi Lindsey for a potluck lunch. Bring food or drink
to share and join the party!

information, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org.
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You can contribute to national
phenology data.
At the National Phenology Network
www.usanpn.org, you can sign up to
be a Nature’s Notebook observer.
Nature’s Notebook is a national online
program in which amateur and professional naturalists make observations
of plants and animals to generate data
that can be used for scientific discovery
and long term decision making. The
National Phenology network is hoping to collect one million observation
records in 2013. The organization
invites volunteers to help them reach
that goal.
Through the online sign-up form
one agrees to make and report observations of one or more specific plants
or animals. Naturally, this will take
you outdoors, but there’s an opportunity for indoor work as well. The
Bird Phenology Program is looking
for volunteers to help turn reports
on nearly six million stored hand or
type-written bird observation cards
collected from the 1880s to
1970s into accessible online
data. Whether tramping
the woods surveying your
local vernal pools for the
first appearance of wood
frog, checking “leaf out” on
red oak, or sitting at your
computer transcribing data
from a scanned 1925 card’s
report of a snowy owl
sighting on Plum Island, you
too can become a citizen
scientist.

Bear-Paw Supporters 2012
The Board, Staff, and volunteers of Bear-Paw want to acknowledge all of our contributors for their generous
support! We couldn’t have protected even one of our 5,000 acres without each of you.

Friends of Bear-Paw Giving Society
In 2012, these donors each contributed $500 or more to Bear-Paw, playing an extraordinary role in allowing us to continue
our work. Friends of Bear-Paw provide over one-half of our operating budget.

Leadership Circle

Other Friends of Bear-Paw

($1,000 or more)

($500 or more)

Bruce Adami
Laurie Adami
AMI Graphics, LLC – Erik Wensberg ▲
Graylag Cabins – Carl Wallman
Harmony Anderson
DR. Edward & Ruth Fowler
Al Jaeger
Daniel, Samara & Sedge Kern
Elizabeth Kruse
Peter & Sarah Lion
Alan & Kathleen Matthews
Seth & Anne Rowell
Teton Environmental – Bob Cote
Willard & Sara Urban
John & Julia Ver Ploeg
West Environmental Inc. – Mark West ▲
Cynthia Wyatt
Anonymous

Philip & Carolyn Auger
Cynthia & Peter Belowski
Erick & Kathleen Berglund
Kim Billings
George Carrigan
Jeffrey & Lisa Clark
Irene Cronin
Scott & Elsie Curry
George DeWolf & Joyce Palmer
Ibis Wildlife Consulting –
Ellen Snyder & Srini SriniVasan ▲

Jeff Kantorowski & Bob Strobel
Charlotte Kimball
Carl Kruse
Nancy Lambert & DR. Martin Lee
Meader Supply Corp. – Ruth & Bud Meader
Mary & David Moore
James Rice
Ridgeview Construction, LLC –
Shane & Robin Carter
RPF Associates, Inc. –
Roger & Kimberlea Francoeur ▲
Anonymous

Conservation Easement

Businesses & Organizations

Other Members/Contributors

Town of Hooksett – Clay Pond II &
Quimby Mountain

A Sewer Service – Wayne Chase
Altus Engineering, Inc. – Jim Kerivan & Eric
Weinrieb
Berrybogg Farm – Anne Lake
Bow Lake Village Therapeudic Massage –
Susan Dumais & David Blair
Bronnenberg Logging & Trucking, LLC –
Jack Bronnenberg
Charlie Moreno, Consulting Forester
David R. Whitcher Builders, Inc. –
Michael Whitcher ▲
Deerhead Sportsman Club
Follett Higher Education Group
Hannaford*
Keystone Press ▲
Larch Lodge – Nancy Savage
Learning Structures, Inc.
Maltais Plumbing & Electrical –
David Maltais & Elaine Murphy-Maltais
McEneaney Survey Associates, Inc. –
Kevin McEneaney
Northwood Crank Pullers Snowmobile Club
Project Nature – Mary & John Doane
Ransmeier & Spellman, PC ▲
Robert Mathews Custom Shoemaker –
Robert & Barbara Mathews
T.D. Brouillette Land Surveying –
Thomas Brouillette
Ultra Geothermal, Inc. – Melissa Aho ▲
Van Berkum Nursery, LLC –
Peter & Leslie Van Berkum
Walnut Hill Creative Classroom, Inc. –
Fritz Bell
Wentworth Hunt Inc.

David Abrahamson & Denise Roy
Robert & Celia Abrams
Jim Allmendinger & Kay Oppenheimer
Diana Anderson
Mike & Diana Anderson
James & Michele Angell
Susan Arnold
Mary Arrow Smith
Andi Axman & Mark Goldstein
Kimberly Babbitt
Barb Baker & Paula Anania
Gregory Bane
Sarah Barnum
David Barr
Galen Beale
Bonita Beaubien & Rita Hutchinson
Karen Bennett
Robert & Cynthia Bennett
Marissa Benson
Mary & Edward Berry
Phil & Joan Bilodeau
Elizabeth Birnie
Hubert & Reinie Bittner
Peter & Dina Bock
Chris Bogard
Richard Boisvert & Debbie Denig-Boisvert
Laura Bonk & Philip Trowbridge
Leslie & Michael Boswak
Mary Boucher
Paul Boucher

Member Towns
Candia
Deerfield
Epsom
Hooksett
Northwood
Nottingham
Raymond
Strafford

Foundations, Grant Programs,
& Matching Gifts
Adelard & Veleda Lea Roy Foundation
GE Foundation, Matching Gift
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services
– Aquatic Resource Mitigation Fund
– Water Supply Land Protection Program
New Hampshire Land AND Community
Heritage Investment Program
Northern NE Combined Federal Campaign
Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership
Transaction Assistance Program
United Way of Massachusetts Bay AND
Merrimack Valley

*In-kind

▲ Auction

Sponsors

continued...
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Bear-Paw Supporters 2012
Other Members/Contributors
Thomas Boucher & Felicia
Johnson
Doria Bramante
Tom & Linda Brennan
Ted Brooks
Richard & Carol Brown
Robert & Shirley
Brownell
Herbert Mckinney
Alan Bullock
Jack Burbank
Sara Cairns
Carol Caldwell
Rhoda & Stephen Capron
Fred Carlson
Tom & Karen Carpenter
David & Mary Jane
Carroll
Douglas & Susan
Chamberlin
Tom & Patience
Chamberlin
David Chapin
June Childs
Joan & Frank Christison
Lagay
Renee Cicerchi
Dawn Clancy
Kevin Clark & Sharon
Kunz
Robert & Janet Story
Clark
Larry Clifford
Malin Ely & William Clyde
Dave Cohen
Nancy Colburn
Louis Coletti
Daniel & Susan Comte
David Copeland
June & Michael Cormier
Raymond & Olga Cote
Cody Cramer & Dana
Zulager
Lester & Ronna Cramer
William & Kathleen
Cranley
Barbara Croman
Thomas & Carol
Crowther
Jean & Tom Cumings
Mariwyn Curtin
Nancy & Joseph Damboise
Dana & Cindy Davidson
Ellie Davidson
Paul & Mary Davis
Samuel & Deanna
Demeritt
George & Eileen
Denoncourt
Peter & Joanne Devlin
Greg Doane
Bruce & Clarinda Donle
Christine Doyle & Steven
Mathes
Susan & Tom Duderewicz
Merril, Liz, Molly &
Brennan Dwyer

Matthew & Seonaid
Eaton
Paul & Beth Eaton
Robert Edmonds
Lucy & Ben Edwards
Jim Eggers
Elizabeth Evans
Kathy Evans
Jane Cooper Fall
Davis Finch
Marilyn & Michael Fischer
Ronald & Karyn Fisher
Mike Fitzgerald
William & Mary Ellen
Fleeger
Donna & Robert Fletcher
Tom & Madelyn Foulkes
Joan & Joshua Freed
Robert LV French
Serita & Wilmer Frey
David Friedler
Lenore Gaire
John & Elaine Gardner
Jeffery Garon & Matthew
Cogswell
Mr. & Mrs. James Garvin
Kelli & Ed Gerhard
Marge Godfrey
Sherry Godlewski &
Melissa Zych
David Goodrich
Tim & Andrea Goulette
Erik & Nancy Gross
Barbara Haine
Donald & Janice Hamel
Susan Harcourt
Richard Harkness
Sarah Harkness
Kate Hartnett & Racheal
Stuart
Neil & Deb Harvey
Eve Hazen & Bruce Taylor
John Herrmann
David & Judith Hess
Hony Hoague
Walter & Mary Homenko
David Hopkins & Kimberly
Allison
Lester & Bertha Huckins
Evan Jackson
Randy Jacunski &
Maris Madden
Robert & Jackie Jaeger
Marianne Janik
Richard Jenisch
Thomas & Margaret
Johnson
Mimi Jost
Paul Joyce
Pam & Jim Kelly
Ann Kendall
Alice Kenney
Jessica Kenney
Janis & Larry Kent
James & Lucinda Kerivan
David Kern

Sandra Kern
Daniel & Diane Kirkwood
Florian Knorr
Edward & Elizabeth
Kotowski
Adrienne Kovach & David
Berlinsky
Linda & Bob Krewson
Donald Kruse
Diane Lander & Susan
Knight
Caryn Lasky & Duane
Ford
Carole Anne & Charlie
Law
Douglas & Karen Leavitt
DR. Thomas Lee &
Antoinette Hartgerink
Laurie Legard & Harvey
Woodward
Maureen Lein
Roger & Trish Leroux
Debra Levesque
Barbara Lezon
Claudia & Anne Libis
Paul & Amy Lindsay
Judi & Jim Lindsey
Nate Lindsey
Bruce Lindwall & Laurie
Gullion
Debbie & Wolfgang
Liskow
Virginia Littlefield
John Litvaitis
James Logan
Patrick Lyman
Gene & Barbara
MacDonald
Jeff MacLeod
Michael & Beth Marchand
Scott & Jane Martin
Donald & Karen Mason
Roger & Nancy Mathes
Kathleen McDonnell &
Simon Johnson
Fred & Penny McGarry
Christine McLaughlin
Paul & Lynda McLaughlin
Donald McMurchy
Anne Melvin
Barbara Merriam
Joyce & Peter Merrow
Molly Messenger
Joseph Miele & Joseph
Collette
Joe & Joane Miele
Donald Mischke
Frank Mitchell & Kathy
Hanson
Rick Mitchell & Polly
Rounds
Robert & Susan Mooney
James & Mia Moore
Richard & Emily Moore
Cheryl Mrozienski
Mark Mueller & David
Richard

Damir Mujkovic
Roger Mumper
Lucy Myers
Laurence Nealley
Jill Nooney & DR. Robert
Munger
William Northrup Jr.
Gregg & Tina Novick
Corinne Null
James & Deborah
O'Connor
Joan Ottinger
John & Joan Ouellette
Gordon & Carolyn Page
Jim & Kathleen Paine
Stacy Paine
Kim Palmer
Isobelle Parke
Rex Passion
Tom & Judy Pearson
Patrick & Mary Jo Peller
Nancy Pendleton
David & Pamela Perkins
Kitty Peterson & Michael
Egan
Diane & Jim Philbrick
Richard & Marguerite
Philbrick
Pickard Family
Stephen & Elaine Pike
Reverend John & Gloria
Post
Beth Powers
Kenneth Purington II
Rachel & Mike Rainey
Linda Randolph
Daniel & Carol Ransom
Linda Rauter
Wayne & Mary Beth
Rautio
Gene Reagor
Constance Richards
William & Helen Rideout
Jennifer Roberts
Cindy Robertson-Kohler
& John Kohler
Michael & Kerry Roether
Karin Rubin
Velma Rushford
Rick Russman
Lois Sans & Michael
Normandin
Elizabeth Saunders
Judith Schaefer
Steven & Jodi Schaefer
Annette & Jeff Schloss
Calvin & Penny
Schroeder
Evelyn Schroeder &
Helene Haggar
Marilyn Semple
Marc & Keri Sexton
Russell Shillaber
Raelene Shippee Rice &
Dale Rice
Judith Shuter

And a special thank you to all of our volunteers!
i n fo @ bea r - pa w . o r g , o r w w w . bea r - pa w . o r g .

Susan Siggelakis
Sue Sirois
Bruce & Anne Smith
Cheryl Smith & Charlene
Andersen
Gregory & Terry Smith
Lisa & Blair Soiett
Dan & Molly Sperduto
Kathlene Steinmuller
Carol Stevenson
Marjorie Stiles
Jean Stimmell & Russet
Jennings
Kelly Stoller
Kenneth & Elena Super
Marguerite Swain
Elizabeth Tener
John Terninko
Boyen Thompson &
Deborah Libby
Mark & Carol Thompson
Gregory Tillman &
Siobhan Senier
Cindy & Don Tomilson
Jim & Holly Tomilson
David & Karen
Tousignant
Rod Twiss
Albert & Patricia Vachon
Jane & Dennis Vachon
Joseph Valenza
Sheila Varden-Straffin &
Dennis Straffin
Gary Vickery & Andrea
Ogden
Evans Waldron
Margaret J Walker
John Wallace
James Walter
Tamsin Whitehead
Gregg & Lisa Wilder
Gwen Wilson
John & Cathleen Wimsatt
Elizabeth Wisler
Adrienne Wright
Diane & John Wright
Peter Yarensky
Charles Yeaton
Scott Young
Wini & Bob Young
Holly Zirkle
Ried Zulager
Anonymous

Gifts in Honor of
Harmony Anderson
Cody Cramer
Betsy Kruse
Seth Rowell & Anne Gault

In Memory of
Lorraine Gaire
Ricahrd R. Jenisch
Ted B. Schaefer

Grants
and project
support
Thanks to all our member
towns, foundations, and other
organizations that supported
our efforts over the last year!
Bear-Paw finally completed
the 970-acre Evans Mountain
project in January 2012
and received grants from
the NHDES Aquatic
Resource Mitigation
Fund ($350,000), LCHIP
($150.000), the Samuel P.
Hunt Foundation ($25,000),
and the Piscataqua Region Estuaries
Partnership Transaction Assistance
program ($3,000). Bear-Paw’s member
towns also contributed to help cover
the transaction and stewardship costs
associated with the land protection
projects that we completed in Hooksett
and Strafford.
Bear-Paw was awarded grants to
support two other conservation projects that will be completed in 2013
or 2014. The Hinman Pond project in
Hooksett was awarded $500,000 from
the NHDES ARM Fund, $143,175
from the NHDES Water Supply
Land Protection program, $50,000
from LCHIP, $40,000 from the
NH Conservation License Plate
Program, $20,000 from the Samuel
P. Hunt Foundation, $10,000 from
the William P. Wharton Trust, and
$10,000 from the Davis Conservation
Foundation. The Crooked Run/Boy
Scouts of America project in Barnstead,
Pittsfield, and Strafford was awarded
$350,000 from the NHDES ARM Fund.
The Adelard A. Roy and Valeda
Lea Roy Foundation also presented
Bear-Paw with a grant ($7,000) to support our land protection program. BearPaw also worked with the Southeast
Land Trust of NH to secure $6,500 in
funding from the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation to support
the expansion of the land protection program. The Norcross Wildlife
Foundation awarded Bear-Paw with a
$4,000 grant for a technology upgrade.
Thank you!

Cumings Conservation Center
Opens in Deerfield
It has been Jean Cumings’ dream to design, build,
and run a wildlife education, rescue and rehabilitation
center. Jean and her husband Tom took a leap of faith
to do just that when they purchased a 47-acre farm
on South Road in Deerfield last year. Tom and Jean
have been good friends of Bear-Paw for years, having
donated a conservation easement on their Coffeetown
Road property in 2004.
The Cumings Conservation Center is designed to
126 South Road
provide an opportunity for people of all ages to disDeerfield, NH 03037
cover a lifelong appreciation for the natural world by
www.facebook.com/cumingscc
promoting an understanding of New England wildlife
and ecosystems, encouraging sustainable use of natural
resources, educating individuals to be good stewards
of the land, and providing a quality home for nonreleasable injured or orphaned wildlife.
The Cumings’ plans are too extensive to be listed here so visit their website at
www.cumings.org for more information or join us for a fieldtrip that we have scheduled
there on May 11 (see the calendar on page 11 for details).

A July Barbecue for Bear-Paw’s
Leaving Tracks Legacy Society
A growing number of members have included Bear-Paw in their estate planning. There
are many vehicles through which this can be done, including through a will or trust or
by naming Bear-Paw as an IRA or insurance policy beneficiary. A bequest to Bear-Paw
can be directed in a number of ways. Some donors prefer to specify a particular fund
such as the Endowment Fund, the Project Fund, or the Stewardship Fund. Others wish
for the bequest to go to the organization’s General Fund for day-to-day operations.
Since 2007 when the Leaving Tracks Legacy Society was first formed, Bear-Paw has
become aware of members who have taken this step, but we may not know all of you.
Please let us know, with full confidentiality, if you have become one of the Society by
contacting Daniel Kern at the Bear-Paw office. We want to be sure to include you in our
barbecue on the lake!
For all of you in our Legacy Society, please plan to join Bear-Paw staff and board
members on Friday, July 12th for a boat trip and barbecue on the shore of Bow Lake
in Strafford. Bear-Paw is pleased to recognize and thank you for including us in your
estate planning.
Create a lasting gift by making a
bequest or planned gift to Bear-Paw and
becoming a member of our Leaving Tracks
Legacy Society. Help ensure that your
favorite places are still here for our
children and grandchildren to enjoy.
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Leaving Tracks
legacy society

What will your legacy be?

If you would like to support Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, or to receive more

Calendar of Spring & Summer Events
All programs are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted. Please pre-register
at info@bear-paw.org, www.bear-paw.org or 603.463.9400 so the we can be sure to have
adequate materials for everyone or notify participants of any changes.

Off Trail: Outdoor Skills
for Land Conservation
April 27 • 9am–2pm • Bear-Paw Office
and Freese Town Forest, Deerfield
Learn and practice skills such as map and
compass reading, understanding property
survey maps, and navigating in sometimes
unfamiliar and challenging terrain. You
will expand your exploratory horizons and
bolster your confidence about off-trail
navigation. See the workshop description
in the sidebar on page 5 for more details.

Birds and Blooms at the
Cumings Conservation Center
May 11 • 7–10am • Cumings
Conservation Center, Deerfield
Please join us for an early morning walk
to identify birds by both sight and song in
the midst of the spring migration. We’ll
explore a few of the many habitats found
at the Cumings Conservation Center in
Deerfield as we also look for and identify
spring wildflowers and flowering shrubs.

Biothon Walk
June 15 • 10am–12 • Clay Pond
Conservation Area, Hooksett
Contributors to this year’s Biothon are
invited on a special foraging walk on
the Clay Pond Conservation Area with
professional environmentalist and wild
foods enthusiast, Russ Cohen from
Massachusetts, author of Wild Plants I
Have Known…And Eaten. Russ will
help us identify and harvest edible plants
and also give us cooking tips. Following
the walk we will join the Bear-Paw
naturalist teams at the home of former
Board member Judi Lindsey for a potluck
lunch. Bring food or drink to share and
join the party!

ninth annual

Moonlight Moth and Firefly Walk
July 20 • 8–10:30pm • Strafford School
District Conservation Property, Strafford
Join naturalists Scott Young and Siobhan
Basile for the first evening of National
Moth Week on a walk along the old
Johnsonboro Road at dusk to observe fireflies, moths, and other critters that come
out after dark. When we reach the Hill
Pond, we will observe and identify moths
and other insects attracted to a light
placed there earlier in the evening.

Family Geocaching on the Isinglass
August 3 • 10am–12 • Isinglass River
Conservation Reserve, Strafford
Beth Heckman, Assistant Education
Coordinator with Great Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve, will lead
everyone on a hunt for hidden treasures!
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting game using GPS-enabled
devices. Participants will navigate to a
specific set of GPS coordinates and then
attempt to find the geocache (container)
hidden at that location. This event will be
fun for all ages so pack up your kids and
bring your GPS device or smart phone, or
just follow along and learn how it’s done!
Cold drinks and snacks will be provided.

Casting on the Suncook
(and we don’t mean fishing!)
September 8 • 2–4:30pm • Suncook
River, Epsom
Popular demand brings a repeat of our
trip to the Suncook River searching for
animal tracks and making plaster casts of
the prints. Bear-Paw will bring materials for everyone and Board member Lisa
Clark will provide the instruction for
capturing your souvenir of an animal’s trip
to the Suncook River. Join us to see if the
riverbank yields the same variety of wellpreserved tracks that participants found
and cast last year.

information, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info @ bear-paw.org.
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Biothon Fundraiser
June 15 • 7am–12 • Clay Pond
Conservation Area, Hooksett
On Saturday, June 15th, teams of
Bear-Paw naturalist volunteers and
Board members will take to the woods
and wetlands of one of Bear-Paw’s
largest conservation areas, the 700-acre
Clay Pond Conservation Area owned
by the Town of Hooksett. This annual
treasure hunt to identify and catalogue
as many plant and animal species as
possible on a property helps us
discover and promote the biodiversity
of the lands Bear-Paw works to protect
and raise money to support our Land
Protection program.
You can help make this Biothon
fundraiser a success!
Spur the teams on in their quest!
Make a contribution, beyond your
membership, for this important work
that lets us know “what’s out there.”
Contribution online at
www.bear-paw.org or
through a board member
friend. Your gifts go directly
to Bear-Paw’s land protection work and all contributors are invited on a special
foraging walk as a thank
you for their gifts (see the
June 15 calendar listing on
this page and the announcement on page 7 for more
details).

Not a member yet? We could do more if you were…
We have now protected 5,298 acres in Bear-Paw’s nine-town region. The properties
include a diversity of habitats; from rocky ridges to river floodplains. Bear-Paw and its
partners have helped local communities secure millions in grants and landowner gifts
to complete those projects; but none of this would have been possible without our
members since most of the grants that we receive go directly to acquisition and
transaction costs.
Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land trust with a mission to permanently conserve
a network of lands that protects our region’s water, wildlife habitat, forests, and farmland.
It is a non-profit, tax exempt charitable organization that relies on our members for over
75% of our operating budget. Contributing to Bear-Paw will ensure that you and your
town continue to have a local resource to help protect the open spaces that define your
community. Please consider becoming a member today by returning the enclosed
reply envelope or online at www.bear-paw.org.

Land
Protection
update
Land under Bear-Paw
easements.  .  .  .  .  . 4,943 acres
Bear-Paw Preserves
(owned land) . .  .  .  . 355 acres
Total land
protected .  .  .  .  .  . 5,298 acres

Renew your membership today!
If you would like to renew your membership and help Bear-Paw keep down postage and
mailing expenses, we are encouraging members to consider mailing in their renewals
now in the envelope included with the newsletter! That way, you don’t have to worry
about renewing your membership when your renewal letter shows up later this spring!
If you increase your gift by $75 over your last, we will send you a Bear-Paw knit cap as a
thank you for your upgrade.

Follow us

www.facebook.com/
BearPawRegionalGreenways
@BearPawTweets

Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at info @bear-paw.org, or visit bear-paw.org.

See the details inside

Join us for:
An Outdoor Skills for Land Conservation workshop
Family fun on a geocaching fieldtrip!
Edible Plants discovery walk for Biothon contributors!
Post Office Box 19
Deerfield, NH 03037
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