A ll e n s to w n    C a n d ia    D e e r f i e l d    Ep s o m    h o o k s e tt    N o rt h w o o d    N otti n g h a m    Ray m o n d    St r a f f o r d

About

us

Bear-Paw Regional Greenways is a land
trust with a mission to permanently
conserve a network of lands that
protects our region’s water, wildlife
habitat, forests, and farmland.
Established by resident volunteers,
Bear-Paw works to conserve open
space through outreach, education,
and land protection project assistance.
Our Goal is to safeguard our irreplaceable water resources, important wildlife
habitat and travel routes, and productive
forests and farms.
We envision a region of scenic beauty
and rural character where diversity
and quality of life are sustained.

Inside

5,000 Acres and Counting!
Coe-Brown Northwood Academy recently
completed a conservation easement that
permanently conserved 52 acres in
Northwood. The Academy worked with
Bear-Paw to protect the land, which borders Northwood Meadows State Park.
“We were very excited to work with CoeBrown Northwood Academy on their
first conservation easement. This was
also Bear-Paw’s first project completed in
Northwood and it brought us to
over 5,000 acres of land protected in
the region,” said Daniel Kern, Executive
Director. The property lies at the headwaters of the Lamprey River and abuts
Northwood Meadows State Park, adding
directly to over 1,700 acres of conservation
land within the 3,800-acre mostly unfragmented forest that includes Saddleback
Mountain.

Coe-Brown Northwood Academy
(CBNA), founded in 1867, is a small
co-educational public-private secondary
school located on the shores of Harvey
Lake in Northwood (www.coebrown.org).
The parcel that was protected was gifted
to the school by Ebenezer Coe in 1889.
Coe-Brown Board of Trustees President,
James Colburn, said, “We are delighted
that this land will be maintained as open
space in perpetuity and that it will be
available for the community to enjoy.
Conservation and protection of both
forestland and wildlife habitat ensures
that these resources will be available for
generations to come.”
Since 1995, Bear-Paw Regional
Greenways has conserved more than
5,000 acres with the generous support
continued on page 2
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The beaver dam that helps create Demon Pond is found on the Coe-Brown property. The conservation easement
protects a portion of Demon Pond that wasn’t part of Northwood Meadows State Park. Photo by Daniel Kern

A Note

f ro m t h e c h a i r

I would like to take this
opportunity to thank
Richard Moore, Marilyn
Semple, and Phil Auger
for their time as board
members and welcome
Lisa Clark (Candia) and Jeff
Kantorowski (Northwood)
as new board members. This
new blood is vital to our
organization as we expand
our conservation work
in the region. We also welcome Phil
Auger as a part-time Land Protection
Specialist as a result of grant funding.
Our goal is to make this position
permanent within the organization in
the future. I hope to see you at one
of our many workshops this year and
thank you for your support. Without
you, we would not have reached
5,000 acres.

5,000 Acres and Counting! continued...
of landowners like Coe-Brown, our members and member towns, local residents,
and grantors. We now hold conservation
easements on 40 properties totaling
4,676 acres and own five parcels that total
355 acres. Bear-Paw’s regular membership
surpassed 350 in 2011 and our region now
includes nine towns – Allenstown, Candia,
Deerfield, Epsom, Hooksett, Northwood,
Nottingham, Raymond, and Strafford.
Our success comes from the people
who love their land and this region of
irreplaceable beauty and rural character
and extraordinary biological diversity.
Bear-Paw’s mission is to conserve lands

Town Acres Protected
by Bear-Paw
Allenstown
Candia
Deerfield
Epsom
Hooksett
Northwood
Nottingham
Raymond
Strafford
TOTAL	

Yours,

Mark West
Board Chair

Board

o f d i r e c to r s

Candia

Lisa Clark
Betsy Kruse, Secretary
Judi Lindsey
Deerfield
Bruce Adami, Treasurer
Al Jaeger
Frank Mitchell, Vice Chair
Newmarket Ellen Snyder
Northwood Lucy Edwards
Jeff Kantorowski
Nottingham Sam Demeritt
Mark West, Chair
Strafford
Harmony Anderson
staff
Executive Director Daniel Kern
Land Protection Specialist Phil Auger
Illustrations
Al Jaeger

175
290
542
247
530
52
272
639
2,284
5,031

A close-up of the beaver dam that helps create
Demon Pond. Photo by Daniel Kern

that permanently protect our region’s
water, wildlife habitat, forests, and farmlands. Trails and recreational pursuits are
not the primary focus of Bear-Paw; however, trails and access to conserved lands
allow people get to see, feel, smell, and
experience the special places that we are
conserving together. Bear-Paw Preserves,
properties owned by our member Towns,
and some others where landowners have
made a commitment to leave them open,
are available to the public for hiking,
snowshoeing, wildlife viewing, and, in
many instances, hunting.

Phil Auger Joins Bear-Paw
in a New Capacity
After retiring from the UNH Cooperative Extension late
last year, Phil Auger has joined Bear-Paw and Southeast
Land Trust of NH – working on land protection projects
and property management issues. Phil’s contract position
with both organizations will be partly funded by a grant
from the Barbara K. & Cyrus B. Sweet Fund and John F.
& Dorothy H. McCabe Environmental Fund at the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation.
Phil’s work with Bear-Paw will focus on working with
landowners on potential land protection projects in our
Teak and Phil. Courtesy photo
conservation priority areas. If you want to learn more about
conserving your land, contact the Bear-Paw office today.
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603.463.9400

e-mail info @ bear-paw.org

www . bear-paw.org

Make Tracks! – A guide and map for your next outdoor adventure.

Fordway Brook Headwaters Preserve
Crowley Road • Candia, NH
History and Use

Bear-Paw acquired this 106-acre
property in June 2011. It was once
part of a larger parcel, with most
of the road frontage being subdivided into residential house lots.
The remaining undeveloped portion
of that property was protected by a
conservation easement purchased by
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service’s Wetland Reserve Program
and then conveyed to Bear-Paw.
Bear-Paw plans to keep the property
open to the public and to consider
creating trails as part of the property’s
stewardship plan. If you would like to
volunteer to help us take care of this
beautiful property, please let us know!
Property Description

The Fordway Brook Headwaters
Preserve has a mix of Appalachian
oak-pine forest with hemlockhardwood-pine clustered along the
Fordway Brook corridor. The property includes over 3,000 feet of frontage on both sides of the brook and a
variety of wetlands associated with it
– swamp, marsh, and peatland. Much
of the property was heavily logged but
with time and good management it
should recover well.
Conservation Values

The property includes:
• Wildlife habitat identified as
conservation priorities in the NH
Wildlife Action Plan (2010), NH’s
Coastal Plan, and the Bear-Paw
Conservation Plan
• Over 3,000 feet of frontage on the
Fordway Brook; serving as a
“buffer” to the brook – providing

Location

•
•

•
•
•

riparian habitat as well as protecting
water quality (a “Tier I” watershed,
one of the highest quality in the
state)
Wetlands and other riparian habitat
Habitat for species of concern,
including native Brook Trout,
Spotted Salamander, and
Blanding’s Turtle, all having
been documented on or near
the property
Productive forestland
2,100 feet of undeveloped frontage
on Crowley Road
Outdoor educational and
recreational use by the public

Date Protected

NRCS conservation easement –
June 15, 2011
Acquired – June 23, 2011
Public Access

The property is open to the public for
low-impact, non-commercial, outdoor
educational or recreational activities
such as hiking, wildlife observation,
cross country skiing, hunting, and
fishing.
Trails and Accessibility

There are no designated trails on the
property (yet!). However, there are
a number of haul roads leftover from
a forestry operation completed by the
previous owner. The stream corridor
can be walked in areas when the water
is not too high.

The property is located on
Crowley Road in Candia, NH
(at the 90° corner).
GPS Coordinates

43° 1'5.24"N, 71°15'57.05"W
Directions

From Route 101 in Candia, take Exit 4
and turn right at the bottom of the
ramp. Go 0.5 miles and turn right on
Main Street. Go 0.4 miles and turn
right on Chester Road. Go two miles
and turn left on Crowley Road, then
east 1 mile to the Fordway Brook
Headwaters Preserve (on your left).
From Route 4 at the intersection of
Route 43 in Northwood, take Route 43
south 5.8 miles to Route 107. Turn
left and continue on Route 107 for
7.3 miles to the intersection with
Route 27. Turn right on Route 27,
go 2 miles and turn left on Langford
Road. Go 0.7 miles and take the first
right onto Depot Road. Go 1.3 miles
and continue on Lane Road 0.4 miles
to Crowley Road. Go 0.6 miles to a
pull-off that can be used for parking
at the Fordway Brook Headwaters
Preserve (on your right).
Parking

There is an un-maintained pull-off
large enough for several cars.

Bear-Paw plans to keep the property
open to the public and to consider
creating trails as part of the property’s
stewardship plan.
www . bear-paw.org

Fordway Brook Headwaters Preserve
106 acres • Crowley Road • Candia, NH
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A Rare Wildlife Species Profile –

Town Tracks

Blanding’s Turtle, Emydoidea blandingii

u p d at e s f ro m y o u r
neck of the woods

By Mark West

The Blanding’s turtle, listed in New
Hampshire as Endangered, is a keystone
species for the Bear-Paw region. Our mission of protecting unfragmented (roadless)
blocks of land with a variety of wetland and
upland habitats is key to supporting this
turtle’s long-term survival in our region.
You can recognize the semi-aquatic
Blanding’s turtle by its 8-10 inch domed
helmet-like black shell spotted with yellow
flecks, but especially by its solid yellow
throat and chin. It may display that throat
as it basks on logs with the smaller painted
turtles. Its yellow and black plastron
(bottom shell) is hinged allowing this
turtle to completely close its shell.
Blanding’s turtles utilize shrub swamps,
vernal pools, slow moving rivers and the
upland forest that connects them. They
can travel up to one mile over land for
nest laying and feeding, but typically
have a small home range of less than 300
meters. Vernal pools are critical feeding
areas for this turtle providing the majority
of their annual food needs in late spring
when they feed on amphibian eggs and
tadpoles. Their diet also includes crustaceans, fish, carrion, insects and plants.
After a winter of hibernating in muck,
peat and woody debris at the bottom of
scrub-shrub wetlands and larger vernal
pools, they become active in spring as
soon as water temperatures rise and they
move across the landscape. They will need
to have survived for 12 to 18 years before
they begin mating! The female will lay 6 to
17 eggs in exposed sandy soils or fields and
lawns, sometimes laying two clutches in a
single year. The temperature of incubation
determines the sex of the hatchlings, with
warm 78+ degree temperatures resulting
in females and colder temperatures resulting in males. Many nests are lost, however,
through predation because of their exposed
locations. The hatchlings that do survive
emerge from their nests from late August
through October. If they escape the dangers
of their world, Blanding’s turtles can live
for 80 years!
603.463.9400

e-mail info @ bear-paw.org

As a wetland scientist spending my
work days out in various wetland
habitats, I have a good opportunity to
spot Blanding’s turtles. I typically see 6 to
12 of these turtles each year–unfortunately
that includes 4 or more dead Blanding’s
turtles killed on roads. Last spring I
observed eight Blanding’s on one log
mixed with 12 painted turtles in mid-April
and one pair was already breeding! This
well established beaver pond is on peatland
and is probably an important hibernation
site for these turtles.

Blanding’s turtle sunning on the North River in
Nottingham. Photo by Mark West.

I have also observed Blanding’s foraging
in vernal pool complexes where they travel
from pool to pool during May and early
June. For 12 years I observed two females
nesting in a sandbank along my road in
Nottingham until last year when more
traffic was rerouted down our road and
one of them was killed. They are slow and
vulnerable to vehicle collisions wherever
roads bisect their home range. (So please
be wary of turtles crossing roads during
the early summer!) By working to preserve
Blanding’s turtle habitat we also save areas
used by a host of other species across the
same landscape, including the state threatened Spotted Turtle.
If you are interested in learning more
about Blanding’s turtles and other reptiles
and amphibians in our region, join us for
our workshop on June 23. (See the calendar
on page 11 for details.)
www . bear-paw.org
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Nottingham

Voters at the Nottingham town meeting once again chose to re-dedicate
100% of Land Use Change Tax revenue
to its Conservation Fund by defeating
a warrant article that would have
reduced the contribution to 50% and
capped the fund at $100,000.
The Land Use Change Tax (LUCT) is a
principal way for towns to build a conservation fund. Because the LUCT is
generated when land that has been in
current use is turned to development,
there is definite logic in using those
funds to protect other open space
for conservation of wildlife habitat,
water resources, and opportunities
for recreation.
Bear-Paw member towns have used
their Conservation Funds to conserve
significant tracts of land for natural
resource protection and public enjoyment. Nottingham recently provided
another example of the value of a
Conservation Fund when the Town
used a portion of theirs to acquire
over 90 acres as town forest. The
Barbara Merriam and Priscilla Daggett
property and the Murray and Esther
Tasker property were
purchased by the Town after
being conserved through
the Natural Resource
Conservation Service’s
Wetland Reserve Program.
Both tracts run along the
North River and cross the
highway to abut the school
property. We will all have an
opportunity to enjoy these
properties on June 23rd as
Mark West leads us on a
reptile and amphibian search
there. See the Calendar on
Page 11 for details!

Highlights
f ro m t h e
b i ot h o n d ata

Top 3 Properties
with the most
plant species:
Cassier Memorial Forest,
Evans Mountain & Isinglass
River Conservation Reserve

Top 3 Properties
with the most
bird species:
Isinglass River Conservation
Reserve, Cassier Memorial
Forest, Freese Town Forest

Top 3 Properties with the
most mammal species:

Evans Mountain, Cassier Memorial
Forest & Colwell Easement & Isinglass
River Conservation Reserve (tie)

Top 3 Properties with the
most ticks:

Evans Mountain, Evans Mountain &
Evans Mountain

The properties in the “most of”
categories are the largest properties
studied, supporting the biological
concept that larger habitat areas
support more species.

More Than Just a Good Morning
in the Woods
What we’ve learned from seven years of Bear-Paw Biothons
By Frank Mitchell – Thanks to Lisa Clark for help with this article. Photos by Frank Mitchell.

What is a Biothon?
The Biothon is a learning event, a fundraiser
and a good time for those involved. It’s a
morning event, in which teams of naturalists
and helpers identify and record as many plant
and animal species as possible on one or more
properties conserved by Bear-Paw. The fundraising comes in as team members, Bear-Paw Board
members, and supporters ask friends of Bear-Paw
to contribute to our land protection efforts.

Properties studied
Since the first Biothon in 2005, thirteen properties totaling 2,182 acres protected by Bear-Paw
have been “biothoned”.

People involved
One Bear-Paw volunteer who’s been a regular and
valuable Biothoner is Lisa Clark of Candia. She
describes her Biothon experience this way:

Marsh marigold: This showy wetland spring
wildflower can indicate naturally occuring
mineral enrichment in water and soils of
wetlands, a condition that often supports less
common plant species such as saxifrages. It’s
one of the first flowers to appear in spring.

“The real draw for me is that participating in a
Biothon always brings the possibility of a unique
encounter with wildlife. On the 2011 Biothon, I
happened across an enormous Polyphemus moth on
the ground, made very cryptic by the background
of oak leaves on which it was resting. We all
gathered around to take photos and to marvel at
its size and boldly marked wings. Thinking that
it had died, I lifted the moth up and spread its
wings across my hands; the wings nearly covered
them. Then much to my surprise and delight, it
slowly lifted off and flew away.”
Another of Bear-Paw’s Biothon volunteers and
recipient of the 2011 Conservationist of the Year
Award is Scott Young of Strafford, who says:

Broad-winged hawk: This raptor, though
common in NH, has been documented on only
two Biothon sites (Colwell Easement & Isinglass
River Conservation Reserve)

“I like the camaraderie with a twist of competitiveness and sharing what I know and
learning from exposure to others about our natural heritage. With so many eyes on the
prowl over such large areas the chances of seeing something really cool are multiplied.”
Another of our Biothoners with years of experience is Susan Wilderman of Candia, who
describes the Biothons as a team effort but she also benefits as an individual:

“Taking part in Biothons is a great way to hone and improve identification skills of
Staghorn sumac: This early successional
shrub was recorded on six Bear-Paw Biothons.
It’s one of the most important wildlife food
plants. Migrating birds, in particular, feed on
the dry fruits in late winter and early spring
when other foods are scarce.

a variety of flora and fauna! Everyone involved has something to add to the group,
whether they are a professional in the field or a “lay” naturalist. As with any team,
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If you would like to support Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, or to receive more

the

Common

each member is indispensable. People interested in helping but feel like they lack specific skills in identifying can aid with recording (a very important job) and in doing
that they are likely to learn much! ”

and the

Summary of results
The results of the Biothons are striking: 995 species have been recorded on the 13 properties. In 2012 we will undoubtedly find at least five new species on our Biothon sites and
break 1,000 species! This year will be your opportunity to be part of this historic event,
following closely the celebration of our 5,000th acre protected at our annual meeting.
Highlights of the results of our Biothons to date are shown in the sidebar on this page.

Invasives!
Unfortunately, some non-native invasive plant species have been found during the
Biothons, including multiflora rose (six properties), Japanese barberry (five properties),
Asiatic bittersweet (three properties), Tartarian and Morrow’s honeysuckles (one property
each), Norway spruce (one property), common
and European buckthorns (two properties & one
property). Most of these observations were scattered on the properties where they occur. These are
just the trees, shrubs & vines. There are many nonnative plants such as dandelion, mullein and wild
carrot in the Biothon master list. Invasive species
are now regarded as the second-leading threat to
imperiled species, behind only habitat destruction
(quoted from Natureserve.org).

Black gum swamp: Black gum swamps
in the Bear-Paw region contain some of
the oldest hardwood trees documented in
the United States. Black gum trees have
been documented in seven Bear-Paw
Biothon sites.

Porcupine: This common spiny mammal
was recorded on five Biothon sites but
probably occurs on others.

How we can use the information
we’ve gained.
The Biothons have made us much more aware of
what we’ve protected and what’s at stake regarding biodiversity on these lands. They’ve offered
a “baseline” view of where things stand today,
against which we can interpret future changes.
The biological information we now have is something we can build on adding layers of further
detail as time and resources allow.
We can also employ the Biothon information to interest new members and volunteers in
Bear-Paw and our work and as a “conservation
conversation piece” to publicize our commitment
to conservation.
The Biothon data will also help guide
management of lands owned by Bear-Paw
as they are “Biothoned” and landowners of
private lands conserved by Bear-Paw can
benefit similarly.

Join Us for our Eighth Annual Biothon
Bear-Paw plans to hold its annual biothon in Candia and Nottingham on June 9th.
See page 11 for details.

information, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info@bear-paw.org.
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Rare

One way of thinking about less common species is to look at which ones
were recorded on only one property.
Seventeen bird species are in this
category, including three official “species
of greatest conservation concern”
(NH Wildlife Action Plan): Cooper’s hawk,
red-shouldered hawk and bald eagle.
For mammals, it was surprising to
see woodchuck, vole and gray squirrel
being recorded for only one Biothon
site along with less easily observed
species such as fisher, meadow jumping
mouse and short-tailed shrew.
Interestingly, there were fewer
species found on all the properties
studied than there were species found
on only one property. For example,
only one bird (red-eyed vireo) and one
mammal (surprise – white-tailed deer!)
were observed on every property
surveyed. Three bird species (greatcrested flycatcher, scarlet tanager &
black-capped chickadee) and two
mammals (beaver & chipmunk) were
found on all but one property, however.

Northern water snake:
One of our larger snakes, the
water snake is common in New
Hampshire waters except in the
most northern part of the state.

Bear-Paw Supporters 2011
The Board, Staff, and volunteers of Bear-Paw want to acknowledge all of our contributors for their
generous support! We couldn't have protected even one of our 5,000 acres without each of you.

Friends of Bear-Paw Giving Society
In 2011, these donors each contributed $500 or more to Bear-Paw or the Evans Mountain Campaign; playing an
extraordinary role in allowing us to continue our work. Friends of Bear-Paw provide over one-half of our operating budget.

Leadership Circle

Other Friends of Bear-Paw

Bruce Adami
Laurie Adami
Harmony Anderson
Robert LV French,
The French Foundation
Al Jaeger
Daniel and Sarah Kern
Elizabeth Kruse
Peter and Sarah Lion
Alan & Kathleen Matthews
Gordon & Carolyn Page
Ellen Snyder & Srini SriniVasan
Strafford Garden Club
John & Julia Ver Ploeg
West Environmental Inc., Mark West
Cynthia Wyatt

Philip & Carolyn Auger
Erick & Kathleen Berglund
George Carrigan
Jeffrey & Lisa Clark
Teton Environmental, Bob Cote
Clifford Hoglund
Charlotte Kimball
Nancy Lambert & Dr. Martin Lee
Meader Supply Corp.,
Ruth & Bud Meader
Mary & David Moore
Willard & Sara Urban
Graylag Cabins, Carl Wallman
Anonymous

($1,000 or more)

Conservation Easement
Frederick & Penelope McGarry

Member Towns
Candia
Deerfield
Epsom
Hooksett
Northwood
Nottingham
Raymond
Strafford

Foundations, Grant Programs,
& Matching Gifts
Adelard & Veleda Lea Roy Foundation
ExxonMobil Foundation (Matching Gift)
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
(Designated Gifts)
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
NH Fish and Game Department
Northern NE Combined Federal Campaign
Open Space Institute
United States Fish & Wildlife Service
United Way of Central and
Northeastern Connecticut

Businesses & Organizations
Bow Lake Camp Owners Association
Bow Lake Village Therapeudic Massage,
Susan Dumais & David Blair
Bronnenberg Logging & Trucking, LLC,
Jack Bronnenberg
Charlie Moreno, Consulting Forester

*In-kind

($500 or more)

Deerfield Leathers, Patrick & Sandra Cassier
DKD Enterprises, Dana & Cindy Davidson
F.K. Bassett & Sons, Fred & Lori Bassett
Gardner Tree Farm, John & Elaine Gardner
Hannaford Supermarkets*
Historic Boundary Research, LLC, Karen Ayers
InvestorPlace Media
Larch Lodge, Nancy Savage
Learning Structures, Inc., Joe & Kelli Cicirelli
Maltais Plumbing and Electrical,
David Maltais & Elaine Murphy-Maltais
MissionFish – eBay Giving Works
NH Conservation Corps – SCA, Mike Vecchiarelli
NH State Police Benevolent Association
Northwood Crank Pullers Snowmobile Club
Onway Lake Family Resort, John Tracy
Plumbing-N-Heating Solutions, LLC, Ronnie &
Deborah Labore
Progressive Asset Management, Hunter Brownlie
Project Nature, Mary & John Doane
R. Bailey & Company, Inc., Robert & Joann Bailey
Red River Theatres, Inc.
Robert Mathews Custom Shoemaker,
Robert & Barbara Mathews
Round Oak Builders Ltd., Stephen Bailey
RPF Associates, Inc.,
Roger & Kimberlea Francoeur
Strafford Swamp Stompers*
Strafford Womens Club
T.D. Brouillette Land Surveying,
Thomas Brouillette
Travel & Nature, Robert Garneau
Van Berkum Nursery, LLC,
Peter & Leslie Van Berkum
Walnut Hill Creative Classroom, Inc., Fritz Bell
Wentworth Hunt Inc.

Other Members/Contributors
David Abrahamson & Denise Roy
Robert & Celia Abrams
Mike & Diana Anderson
Susan Arnold
Andi Axman & Mark Goldstein
Barb Baker & Paula Anania
William Baker
Gregory Bane
Hannah Barnes
David Barr
Nancy & William Baxter
Randy & Margaret Beach
Galen Beale
Bonita Beaubien & Rita Hutchinson
Cynthia & Peter Belowski
Mary & Edward Berry
Gile Beye
Kim Billings
Phil & Joan Bilodeau
Frank & Dr. Cynthia Bioteau
Michael Birch
Elizabeth Birnie
Peter & Dina Bock
Richard Boisvert & Debbie Denig-Boisvert
Laura Bonk & Philip Trowbridge
Gerard & Cecile Boucher
Arickey & Julie Bounds
Kevin Box
Norman & Louise Brassard
Daniel Brennan
Tom & Linda Brennan
Troy Broadbent
Elsie Brown
Richard & Carol Brown
Tim Brown
Robert & Shirley Brownell

continued...
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Bear-Paw Supporters 2011
Other Members/Contributors
John Burbank
William & Dolores Bushnell
Marjorie Butler
Carol Caldwell
Daniel & Joyce Cappiello
Rhoda & Stephen Capron
Fred Carlson
David & Mary Jane Carroll
Betsy Chadwick
Douglas & Susan Chamberlin
David Chapin
Robert Chase
Dr. Thomas & Johanna Chase
Joan & Frank Christison-Lagay
David & Carol Clapp
Fred & Nancy Clark
Kevin Clark & Sharon Kunz
Robert & Janet Story Clark
Davis & Carolyn Clarke
Malin Ely & William Clyde
Nancy Colburn
Louis E Coletti
Bill & Carol Cooper
David Copeland
June & Michael Cormier
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Cote
Edmond Cournoyer
Cody Cramer & Dana Zulager
Irene Cronin
Thomas & Carol Crowther
Jean & Tom Cumings
Scott & Elsie Curry
Paula Curry-Duchano
Sean & Anne Daly
Ellie Davidson
Joseph Davis
Belle Deliz
Peter & Joanne Devlin
George DeWolf & Joyce Palmer
Christine Doyle & Steven Mathes
Susan Duderewicz
Paul & Beth Eaton
Brenda & Jim Eaves
Lucy & Ben Edwards
Joyce El Kouarti
Elizabeth S Evans
Kathy Evans
Jane Cooper Fall
Jeannie Ferguson
Davis Finch
Jessica Fischer & Joshua Carloni
Ronald & Karyn Fisher
Tom & Madelyn Foulkes
Meaghan Freeman
Serita & Wilmer Frey
David Friedler
Sandra Gavutis
Kenneth & Donna Gerber
Edward & Kelli Gerhard
Jon & Eileen Godfrey
Marge Godfrey
Sherry Godlewski & Melissa Zych

David Goodrich
Jeffrey & Marlene Graham
Erik E & Nancy A Gross
Diane Hardy
Richard Harkness
Sarah Harkness
Brian Hart
Kate Hartnett & Racheal Stuart
Neil & Deb Harvey
Chris Hatfield & Bruce Turnquist
Steve Hathaway
Ann Herrmann-Richards
JoAnn & Larry Hertz
David & Judith Hess
Hony & Mary Hoague
David Hopkins & Kimberly Allison
Michael & Christine Horne
Randy Jacunski & Maris Madden
Robert & Jackie Jaeger
Richard Jenisch
Thomas & Margaret Johnson
Jeff Kantorowski & Bob Strobel
Pam & Jim Kelly
John & Judy Kennedy
Alice Kenney
James & Lucinda Kerivan
Missi & Mike Kerivan
Sandra Kern
Drew & Kristin Kiefaber
Daniel & Diane Kirkwood
Adrienne Kovach &
David Berlinsky
Linda & Bob Krewson
Donald Kruse
Mary Lou Lambert
Kimberly Lancey & Linda Mason
Diane Lander & Susan Knight
Gerald & Evelyn Lang
Douglas & Karen Leavitt
Cheryl Leblanc
Laurie Legard & Harvey Woodward
Maureen Lein
Marilyn & Vivian Lemay
Roger & Trish Leroux
Debra Levesque
Barbara Lezon
Paul & Amy Lindsay
Judi & Jim Lindsey
Bruce Lindwall & Laurie Gullion
James Logan
Westy & George Lovejoy
Patrick Lyman
Jeff MacLeod
Michael & Beth Marchand
Scott & Jane Martin
Grace Mattern
Fred & Penny McGarry
Christine McLaughlin
Donald McMurchy
Diana & Peter McNicholas
Anne Melvin
Priscilla Merrill

Joseph Miele & Joseph Collette
Donald Mischke
Erick & Melissa Mischke
Frank Mitchell & Kathy Hanson
Robert & Susan Mooney
Richard & Emily Moore
Mark Mueller & David Richard
Roger Mumper
Lucy Myers
Jill Nooney & Dr. Robert Munger
William Northrup Jr.
Corinne Null
Paul & Lorraine O'Neal
Eric Orff
Blanche & Hy Ossoff Family
Joan Ottinger
Justin & Katie Pagnotta
Stacy Paine
Barbara Paiton
Isobelle Parke
Tom & Judy Pearson
Nancy Pendleton
David & Pamela Perkins
Robert & Carol Perry
Bruce & Anne Philbrick
Diane & Jim Philbrick
Richard & Marguerite Philbrick
Pickard Family
LuAnne Pigeon
Stephen & Elaine Pike
Reverend John & Gloria Post
John Post & Elizabeth Tracy
Kenneth Purington II
Rachel & Mike Rainey
Sheila Rainey
Daniel & Carol Ransom
Gene Reagor
James Rice
Constance Richards
William & Helen Rideout
Cindy Robertson-Kohler
Lois Rodenhuis
Marilyn Roderick
Michael & Kerry Roether
CJ Rogers
Karin Rubin
Rick Russman
Betsy & Alan Sanders
Lois Sans & Michael Normandin
Elizabeth Saunders
Pat Savage
Judith Schaefer
Annette & Jeff Schloss
Calvin & Penny Schroeder
Evelyn Schroeder & Helene
Haggar
Marilyn Semple
Marc & Keri Sexton
Jack Sherburne
Sue Sirois
Terry Small
Bruce & Anne Smith

Cheryl Smith & Charlene
Andersen
Martha & Peter Smith
Rebecca Snider
Lisa & Blair Soiett
Dan & Molly Sperduto
Curt Springer
Carol Stevenson
Marjorie Stiles
Kenneth & Elena Super
Marguerite Swain
Elizabeth Tener
Mark & Carol Thompson
Gregory Tillman & Siobhan Senier
Cindy & Don Tomilson
David & Karen Tousignant
Jim & Lynda Truncellito
Albert & Patricia Vachon
Jane & Dennis Vachon
James Vaillancourt
Bill & Carol Vance
Gary Vickery & Andrea Ogden
Gail Volk
Margaret J Walker
Robin & Mark Walkup
James Walter
Diana Westgate
Gregg & Lisa Wilder
Andrew Williams & Rebecca
Christoffel
Donald Williams & Janice Leviton
John & Cathleen Wimsatt
Elizabeth Wisler
John & Alice Wissinger
Charles Yeaton
Wini & Bob Young
Karen Zander & Bernie Metzger
Holly Zirkle
Ried Zulager
Anonymous

Gifts in Honor of
Harmony Anderson
Peter & Dina Bock
Cody Cramer
Betsy Kruse
Richard Moore
Ali Rendinaro & Eddie Webb

In Memory of
Beverly Belowski
Donald Black
Tom & Mary Davis
Richard R. Jenisch
Bud Purington
James Stiles
Gordon Young

And a special thank you to all of our volunteers!
i n f o @ b e a r - p a w . o r g , o r www . b e a r - p a w . o r g .

Grants

and project
support

Bear-Paw thanks our member towns, private foundations, and other organizations that have supported
our efforts over the last
year. We couldn’t continue
our work without them.
Bear-Paw and the New
Hampshire Fish and Game
Department secured more
than $200,000 in grants
from the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service and other sources for the
acquisition and permanent protection
of two
conservation properties in Allenstown.
Bear-Paw’s member towns contributed to help cover the transaction and
stewardship costs associated with the
land protection projects that we completed in Deerfield and Strafford. The
Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership
also contributed a $4,000 transaction
grant for a project in the region.
Once again, the Adelard A. Roy and
Valeda Lea Roy Foundation presented
Bear-Paw with a grant ($7,500) to
support our land protection program.
Bear-Paw also worked with the
Southeast Land Trust of NH to secure
a $30,000 New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation (from the Barbara K. &
Cyrus B. Sweet Fund and John F. &
Dorothy H. McCabe Environmental
Fund) grant to support the expansion
of our land protection program. Phil
Auger will now be working with both
land trusts on land protection and
stewardship projects.
Thank you!

Can You Help With Our
Auction Fundraiser?
You may have already heard the exciting news!
Bear-Paw is holding an Auction on Saturday
evening November 10th at Strafford’s Bow Lake
Grange Hall. Still in its planning stage, we plan
to make it an evening of food, fun, and definitely
fundraising to support the Bear-Paw’s land protection efforts. We are hoping that some of you would
like to help us put it all together.
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• Do you have experience with fundraising auctions, and
would you join one of our planning committees? They are
the hospitality, publicity, and auction operations committees.
• Do you have an item to donate? If you own a business do you have a service
you could donate? It would be publicity as it appears in our pre-auction list.
• And of course, will you come to bid on whatever fascinating items we gather
for the event?
Please let us know if you can join a committee or have an item or service to donate
by calling Bear-Paw at 463.9400 or e-mailing us at info@bear-paw.org. With your help
we look forward to making this event a great success!

Members With the Bear-Paw Credit
Card Make a Big Contribution
We thank those of you who are already
participating in the Bear-Paw Credit Card
program. There are currently 17 members
with cards, and during 2011 their use generated about $2000 for Bear-Paw!
The card is available in three attractive
designs that include the Bear-Paw logo.
These no-fee Visa cards, issued by Capitol
One, earn 1% for Bear-Paw on most
purchases, 2% on food and gasoline, and
$50 with the first purchase on the card.
Cardholders receive quarterly statements
indicating the amounts given through the
card, which may be deductible for individuals who itemize income tax deductions.
With thanks again to those of you already using your Bear-Paw card, we encourage
anyone who would like another painless way to help us out to give the card a try. It’s
difficult these days not to have at least one credit card, so why not use one that rewards
Bear-Paw with every purchase you make? Signing up is easy. For more information and
to apply for the Bear-Paw card, go to www.bear-paw.org or www.CardLabConnect.com/
bearpawregionalgreenways.
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If you would like to support Bear-Paw Regional Greenways, or to receive more

Calendar of Spring & Summer Events
All programs are free and open to the public. Please pre-register at info@bear-paw.org,
www.bear-paw.org, or 603.463.9400, unless noted otherwise, so that we can be sure to
have adequate materials for everyone or notify participants of any changes.

Aldo Leopold Day
May 5 • 1-8 pm • Wah-Tut-Ca Scout
Reservation, Northwood
Please join the fun planned for the Second Annual
Aldo Leopold Day organized by the Northwood
Area Land Management Collaborative (NALMC).
Events include activities for kids, nature hikes,
bench building, a land health writing workshop
with poet Sharon Olds, readings from A Sand
County Almanac, a lecture and discussion by
Leopold scholar Julianne Lutz Warren, a community potluck supper, and the screening of the
documentary film Green Fire: Aldo Leopold and
a Land Ethic for Our Time, and more. No preregistration required. In the spirit of Leopold’s
land ethic, please bring a dish to share and your
own place setting for the community potluck
supper. The event this year is co-sponsored by the
NH Fish and Game Department, Wah-Tut-Ca
Scout Reservation, Friends of Northwood
Meadows State Park, and Bear-Paw Regional
Greenways. Watch the NALMC website for
more details at http://nalmc.net/. Contact Ellen
Snyder (ellen.snyder@comcast.net, 659.6250) or
Carl Wallman (info@nalmc.net, 603.435.5209)
for more information.

Spring Migration Bird Walk
May 19 • 7-9 am • Carlson
Conservation Easement, Epsom
Please join us for an early morning walk to identify birds by both sight and song in the midst
of the spring migration. We’ll explore some of
the many habitats found on and around the
Frederick Carlson property in Epsom. Epsom
resident Sarah Barnum, a volunteer on our Land
Protection Committee and Wildlife expert with
Normandeau Associates, Inc., will lead the walk.

Biothon Walk
June 9 • 10 am-12 • Fordway Brook
Headwaters Preserve, Candia
Contributors to the Biothon are invited to walk
the new Fordway Brook Headwaters Preserve
with Bear-Paw. This walk will take place while
the naturalist teams are conducting the Biothon.
Hopefully, we’ll have a chance to visit some of
the most interesting finds! Participants of both
events are invited to a potluck gathering at the
home of Board Member Al Jaeger. Bring food or
drink to share and join the party!

Field Identification of Reptiles
and Amphibians

t h e e i g h t h a n n ua l

Biothon Fundraiser

June 23 • 9 am-1 pm •
North River, Nottingham
Come see and share photos and field data on our
common and rare reptile and amphibian species.
Learn which species are found in what habitat
type at what time of year. Bring boots, cameras,
notebooks, binoculars, field guides and a lunch.
This is a field based course but will also include
the RAAPP sighting protocol for NH Fish and
Game reporting. This fieldtrip is co-sponsored by
the Nottingham Conservation Commission.

What’s that Dragonfly?
August 4 • 9 am-12 • Kimball Family
Forest Preserve, Nottingham
Is that a Mottled darner or a Spatterdock darner?
Who knows the difference? Strafford’s Scott
Young does and he will lead us on another walk
to learn about the dragonflies and damsel flies
that can be discovered in the Bear-Paw region.
Bring your camera, and you may want a notebook to record those interesting names.

Casting on the Suncook
(and we don’t mean fishing!)
September 8 • 2:30-5 pm •
Suncook River, Epsom
Spotting the tracks of wild animals is almost as
much fun as spotting the animals themselves!
And creating plaster casts of animal tracks gives
you a whole new way to appreciate and learn
about wild animals. Plaster casting is a fun, easy,
and inexpensive technique. Bear-Paw Board
Member Lisa Clark will provide hands-on training in how to preserve animal tracks using plaster
casts. We will walk the banks of the Suncook
River to search for tracks and will make some
of our own to cast. You may become hooked on
this humane and ecologically-friendly way to
‘hunt’ for wildlife trophies! Eric Orff, recently
retired from NH Fish and Game, will also
be there to lead a walk along the river while
we’re waiting to “harvest” our casts.
Materials will be provided.

information, please call dan kern at 603.463.9400, or e-mail us at info@bear-paw.org.
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June 9 • Candia and
Nottingham
On Saturday, June 9th, from dawn to
noon, two teams of Bear-Paw naturalist
volunteers and Board members will
take to the woods and wetlands of two
of Bear-Paw’s newest properties, the
106-acre Fordway Brook Headwaters
Preserve in Candia and the 52-acre
North River Preserve in Nottingham.
This annual treasure hunt to identify
and catalogue as many plant and animal
species as possible on a particular
property helps us discover and
promote the biodiversity of the lands
Bear-Paw works to protect and raise
money to support our Land Protection
program.
You can help make this Biothon
fundraiser a success! Spur the teams
on in their quest! Make a pledge for
each species found, or simply make
an extra gift beyond your membership
for this important work
that lets us know “what’s
out there.” Pledge online
at www.bear-paw.org or
through a board member
friend. Your pledges will go
directly to Bear-Paw’s land
protection work.

Northeast Credit Union is holding a
Contest… VOTE FOR BEAR-PAW!
Northeast Credit Union is trying to encourage their members
to switch from paper statements to eStatements. For every
member who makes the switch, Northeast Credit Union will
donate $2.00 to a local non-profit environmental or wildlife
organization. Bear-Paw is one of five deserving local organizations that you can vote for!
The organization with the most votes will get the contribution!
Visit mynecu.com before the end of April to vote for Bear-Paw (of course we hope
that we are your favorite!) and get your friends and family to cast their votes as well.
You don’t have to be a member of the credit union to vote!

Land
Protection

u p d at e

Land under Bear-Paw
easements. .  .  .  . 4,676 acres
Bear-Paw Preserves
(owned land) . .  .  .  . 355 acres
Total land
protected . .  .  .  . 5,031 acres

Renew Your Membership or Become a Member Today!
If you haven't recently renewed your membership with Bear-Paw, please
consider mailing in your membership renewal now in the envelope included
with your newsletter!
Always wanted to join Bear-Paw but never had a chance? Please
become a member today by returning the enclosed envelope!
We look forward to hearing from all of you!
Contact Bear-Paw Regional Greenways at PO Box 19, Deerfield, NH 03037.
Call us at 603.463.9400, e-mail us at info @bear-paw.org, or visit bear-paw.org.

See the details inside

We pass the 5000 acre mark!
Casting prints on the Suncook’s shores!
Scouting for birds, bugs, and Blanding’s!
Post Office Box 19
Deerfield, NH 03037
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